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DISCUSSION TOPIC:  STAYING SAFE AROUND WILDLIFE    

The most effective and natural way to prevent conflicts with wildlife in urban areas is to put garbage, 
birdseed, compost and pet food away, and to keep fruit from trees off the ground. Communities where 
attractants are managed properly have less human-wildlife conflicts and fewer animals destroyed. 

British Columbia has an abundance of wildlife and unsurpassed outdoor recreational opportunities. Many of 
us live in rural communities close to nature. Despite our best efforts, we can never eliminate the risk of 
human-wildlife conflict. We must all accept our responsibilities to ensure that humans and wildlife can 
coexist. 

We must take necessary steps to reduce the risk of human-wildlife conflict in our communities, and when 
recreating or working outdoors. 

Working in Wildlife Habitat 

When working in the field, be aware of the wildlife you can expect to encounter and review specific 
recommendations for each species. Advice for rattlesnakes will differ greatly from advice for bears. General 
guidelines include: 

▪ Make your presence known by using your voice – the best encounter is the one you avoid 
▪ Travel in groups whenever possible 
▪ Watch for wildlife signs (scat, scratches on trees, overturned logs, fresh kills) 
▪ Avoid travelling at dawn and dusk when predators are most active 
▪ Know the habitat and seasonal use by wildlife (eg. bears using berry-producing shrubs or salmon-

bearing streams) 
▪ Carry safety equipment such as bear spray and know how transport and use it safely. Bear spray is 

effective against all large mammals and should be your first choices as a deterrent. 
▪ If you encounter dangerous wildlife, stay calm, never run and know how best to react. If you are in 

the Thompson Okanagan, become familiar with rattlesnakes. 
▪ Have a workplace wildlife safety plan and checklist that should be reviewed before heading into the 

field 
Ensure all workers that may potentially encounter wildlife are properly trained in wildlife awareness 
and safety by a qualified instructor  

 
Learn more about common species in B.C. and how to reduce conflicts and remain safe around each: 

Bears: Bears - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca)  
Bear Smart Community Program: Bear Smart - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca) 
Cougars: Cougars - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca) 
Other Common Conflict Species: Other Common Conflict Species - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca) 
Deer, Moose and Elk(ungulates): Deer, Elk & Moose (Ungulates) - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca) 
Wolves and Coyotes: Wolves & Coyotes - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca) 
Rodents: A Hantavirus Exposure Control Program for Employers and Workers | WorkSafeBC 
To learn more about wildlife and safety visit: WildSafeBC 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/wildlife/human-wildlife-conflict/staying-safe-around-wildlife/bears
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/wildlife/human-wildlife-conflict/staying-safe-around-wildlife/bears/bear-smart
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/wildlife/human-wildlife-conflict/staying-safe-around-wildlife/cougars
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/wildlife/human-wildlife-conflict/staying-safe-around-wildlife/other-common-conflict-species
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/wildlife/human-wildlife-conflict/staying-safe-around-wildlife/deer-elk-and-moose-ungulates
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/wildlife/human-wildlife-conflict/staying-safe-around-wildlife/wolves-coyotes
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/a-hantavirus-exposure-control-program-for-employers-and-workers?lang=en&origin=s&returnurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafebc.com%2Fen%2Fsearch%23sort%3DRelevancy%26q%3DMICE%26f%3Alanguage-facet%3D%5BEnglish%5D&highlight=MICE
mailto:bc@wildsafebc.com

