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Weekly trivia contest coming in November 
You could win $100 by signing up for One Feather

The Okanagan Indian Band plans to begin using 
a new online voting and engagement tool for 
members called One Feather. 

One Feather is an easy to use online voting tool that 
can be accessed on your phone and from any computer 
or laptop. This tool will make life easier for those living 
off-reserve or who can’t make it to meetings to vote 
and share opinions.

One Feather has several advantages that make it a good 
option for OKIB members. First, only Band members 
will be able to fill out surveys and vote. Unlike other 
survey tools, One Feather is restricted to allow only 
members to sign up to vote, so the results will reflect 
the wishes of OKIB members.

The input gathered though One Feather will be used 
to help guide the direction of important decisions that 
affect members. 

To encourage people to sign up for One Feather we 
will be holding weekly Band trivia contests with $100 
cash prize draws each week. Everyone who answers 
the trivia question will get their name entered in the 
weekly draw for $100. 

With One Feather, your personal information and your 
answers will remain confidential and anonymous at all 
times. 

For more information contact Jenelle Brewer at 
jenelle@okibgc.ca or call 250-545-3424.

Here’s how to win:  
1. Sign up at OneFeather.ca. To join, you must:

•	 be a Band Member,
•	 provide your status number,
•	 have an email address,
•	 pick a password you will remember,
•	 be 18 years of age,
•	 live on or off reserve.

2. Play 
•	 Watch your email for an invitation to play the 

Band trivia game. 
•	 Emails will be sent Fridays (Nov 8, 15, 22, 29). 
•	 Click on the link in the email and answer the 

Band trivia question. 
3. Win 

•	 Play weekly.
•	 Get your name in the draw every time you play. 
•	 One $100 cash prize available each week.  

One Feather is a unique online tool for Indigenous 
people that can be used for elections and for surveys. 



Senk’lip 2

2019 Annual Report now available
Okanagan Indian Band2019 Annual Report

12420 Westside Road | Vernon BC V1H 2A4
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OKIB’s 2019 Annual Report is now available on the 
website at www.okib.ca. It is also available in print 
at the Band office. 

The Annual Report provides information on the 
work that was completed between April 1, 2018 
and March 31, 2019, and includes the Band’s 
audited financial statements. 

To read the 2019 Annual Report, go to the 
homepage at www.okib.ca, look under Latest News 
& Updates, and follow the link. 

What are your values related to community 
economic development?

The Band is beginning a project to update the 
Economic Development Plan. We will be sending 
out a quick survey with the goal of finding out 
what the values are in the OKIB community, in 
relation to community economic development. 

We realize that we all 
have hectic schedules 
and some of us do not 
live on the reserve so 
being able to attend 
community meetings is 
not always possible for 
everyone. 

To get your input on 
this important topic we 
are going to try a new 
on-line survey system called One Feather. Read the 
cover story in this edition of Senk’lip or check it 
out at onefeather.ca. 

One Feather is an online voting/survey site that is 
secure and designed for Indigenous people. Simply 
create an account and you will be able to vote and 
respond to surveys quickly and safely. 

Hard copies of the 
survey will be available 
at the Band Office 
for anyone unable to 
complete the survey 
on-line. 

Watch your inbox 
for an invitation to 
provide your input on 
community economic 
development starting in 
late November. 

If you have any questions email Jenelle Brewer at 
jenelle@okibgc.ca or call 250-545-3424.

The OKIB Group of Companies wants to hear your opinion! 
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PESP Pilot Bus Program
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By Nick Nilsen
On November 11, Canadians of all ages and 
from all backgrounds gather across the country 
to remember. We remember the Canadians who 
lost their lives in the terrible conflicts of the last 
century, and in recent 
missions. 
Back in World War I, 
every male member of the 
Okanagan Indian Band 
between the ages of twenty 
and thirty-five enlisted 
to serve in World War I. 
The war memorial outside 
the OKIB offices is etched 
with band member names 
including that of George 
McLean, who earned a 
Distinguished Conduct 
Medal for single-handedly 
capturing 19 prisoners 
during the Battle of Vimy 
Ridge in April 1917. 
In fact, the Knowledge 
Network plans to film 
a documentary on the history of those brave 
OKIB soldiers. Stay tuned to Senk’lip for more 
information on that project in the coming momths. 
OKIB gave its all—the best it had to give—to 
protect democracy and our way of life. The truth is 
that Canadian soldiers both male and female gave 
their all in World War I and subsequent conflicts: 
World War II, Korea, peace keeping duties, 
the Balkan conflicts of the 90s, and of course, 
Afghanistan. 
As Canada’s longest armed conflict, a lot of soldiers 
rotated through that country on tours of duty. One 
result is that attendance at Remembrance Day 
events is increasing, and the vets—once grey haired 

men and women—are younger. Much younger.    
So as we mark the passing of the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918, 

when the bloody carnage 
of the “war to end wars” 
ground to a halt, we still ask 
“why?” We ask what we can 
take from such tragedy: as 
comfort, as wisdom, as an 
indicator that these brave 
young men did not die in 
vain. We commemorate 
their bravery, their service, 
their sacrifice made to 
preserve the values that we, 
as a Nation, hold to be good 
and true. 
And they might well ask 
us—what have we learned 
over the last century? We 
have learned to honour 
those who fell or who 
returned with tears that 
will not heal. Each year, on 

Remembrance Day, the crowds seem to grow larger 
and more solemn. 
We learned that wars do not end wars. I hope we 
have learned to put as much work into building 
justice and peace because too often war represents 
a failure to solve problems by intelligent means. 
If we can do that, then their service and our 
remembrance will not be in vain. Then—and only 
then—will we truly be remembering the young 
men and women of OKIB and Canada, with a 
tribute fit for heroes. 
Please attend the Remembrance Day ceremony 
on Monday, November 11 at 10:45 a.m. at the 
cenotaph next to the OKIB Band Office.

Significance of Remembrance Day continues to 
grow with younger vets
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Snc’c’amala?tn News
From the Manager, Lorraine Ladan

National Child Day 2019

National Child Day is celebrated in Canada on 
November 20th in recognition of our country’s 
commitment to upholding the rights of children 
and two historic events: the 1959 signing of the 
UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child and the 
adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in 1989. 

2019 marks the 30th anniversary of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. It’s an 
important moment to reflect on the progress to 
date and the unfinished business of children’s rights 
in Canada that still needs urgent action.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child sets 
out the rights of children and provides a solid road 
map of what is needed to raise healthy and happy 
children and youth.

Closures

• Friday, November 8 – Staff Professional 
Development Day

• Monday, November 11 – Remembrance Day

Staff Resignation

It is going to be different without Jordyn Alexis 
at Snc’c’amala?tn. Jordyn has been working here 
part-time since 2010 and full-time since 2013. She 
studied and worked while successfully completing 
her certificate in Early Childhood Education. 
Jordyn worked in the kitchen in her early years 
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here and then in the daycare. She has worked in 
Head Start, 3- to 5-year-old daycare, infant/toddler 
daycare and in the Preschool this year. 

Jordyn has a great interest in horses and shines 
when she speaks of competing in shows. I have 
seen her ride, and she is impressive. We enjoyed 
having her lovely daughter Isabelle here before she 
went off to school.

We will miss Jordyn and wish her well at Maven 
Lane Early Childhood Learning Centre in Vernon.

Dental Day at Snc’c’amala?tn

The next dental health day will be held on Tuesday, 
November 26. If you would like more information 
on the fluoride varnish program or any aspect of 
the dental health program, you can contact Amber 
Froste at OKIB Health. If your child is registered 
for the program, please mark November 26 on 
your calendar.

Infant/Toddler Daycare

way’ from the Infant Toddler Program. 

Happy Birthday Mary. We will miss you while 
you’re on your medical leave until the New Year.

We had lots of hands-on with pumpkins thanks to 
Preschool and Head Start for bringing some back 
for us from the pumpkin patch. We carved jack-o-
lanterns and made pumpkin gut sensory bags.

We have been doing lots of stories and signing with 
Annabelle the children have been enjoying it.

Mary, Kelsey, Theresa, and Nancy

Head Start / 3 to 5-Year-Old Daycare
Way’ 

Hello Head Start families!

Again we went on our Kikanee Field Trip with 
Keith Louis. Always a lot of fun for the children to 
see all the fish. Thank you Keith!

We went to the pumpkin patch and everyone got to 
choose a pumpkin to take home. Thank you to the 
owners of the pumpkin patch, Judy and Clearance, 
for their ongoing support for the class each year. 

Parents, please check your child’s cubby to be sure 
there is extra clothes. We do have accidents on 
occasion when we are three.  

We would like to wish Jordyn all the best in her 
new adventure at Maven Lane; they are getting a 
great addition to their team. We will miss you here 
at the daycare. 

Denise, Autumn, Jessica, Annabelle and Our Tupa 
(Virginia)
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Preschool
In October the Preschool class visited the pumpkin 
patch. 

In November we are learning about hibernation. 
Tupa has been teaching the children animal names, 
colours and numbers. 

Reminder – Please send slippers or inside shoes. 
Our outside area has been muddy with rainy 
weather and playground renovations. Also your 
child should be dressed for the cold weather. We 
go outside every day. If there are any questions or 
concerns, please contact Karla. 

Karla and Jordyn

Kindergarten
Wi from the Pqel’qin room.  

The Kindergarten class had fun on our field trip 
to St. Anne’s Pumpkin Patch. It was a beautiful fall 
day and everyone found just the right pumpkin. 
Happy Birthday to Emma, who will celebrate her 
birthday in November! On November 20th, we will 
celebrate National Child Day. 

Mrs. Alexis and Trish

We would like to invite OKIB community 
members to join in Singing & Hand Drumming 
with Amber Cardenas.
When: 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month 
starting November 7. 
Where: Health Centre upstairs boardroom
Time:  5:30 to 7 p.m. (drop-in)
Light snacks will be provided. 
For more info please contact Faith @  
250-542-5094 or 250-306-2330.

Singing & Hand Drumming  
with Amber Cardenas  

Nenqayni Wellness Centre 
 
 

MMoobbiillee  WWeellllnneessss  PPrrooggrraamm  
 

A program that provides tools and support in your community 
 
 

The OKIB Clinical Team is hosting another Mobile Wellness Program 
facilitated by the Nenqayni Wellness Centre. The program is open and 
free to all community members. 
 
 

Date: November 18-22, 2019 
 

Time: 9:00am - 3:30pm 
 

Venue: OKIB Board Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Limited spots available, please contact  
Jane Barron to register (250) 306-6158 

Lunch and 
snacks 

provided for 
participants 

WWoorrkksshhooppss  oonn::  
Natural Prevention 
Nutritional Therapy 
Natural Remedies 

Juicing and Smoothies 
Relationship Health  
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Language Nest update
The Language Nest (LN) is in full swing with 
an energetic group of children, who are full of 
questions. Being around children all day you are 
bound to witness some priceless / ah-ha moments 
and it’s so much more rewarding when it’s with the 
language. 

The LN Team would like to give a shout out to the 
TSD Department—limlemt for the moose meat. 
We really appreciate your donation to the Nest. 

The LN was closed from October 21 – 28 as the 
landlord was doing some renovations to the Nest 
we now have beautiful new flooring and kitchen 
cabinets. 

Highlight(s): 

• One of the children from the morning session 
(0 – 3 years old) was asking questions to learn 
the difference between a glass drinking cup 
(ha hal) and a coffee cup (l’pot) and the smile 
on his face when this happened was priceless. 

• Hearing the children playing and chatting 
about things using the language they’ve 
learned that day is amazing and confirmation 
that they are remembering. 

Looking Forward: 

• Language Nest/Cultural Immersion School 
Buddy Language Program. This program was 

very successful last year and looking forward 
to this year’s sessions. The Grade 7 students 
will join the LN children in their learning and 
mentoring.

• Language Nest Mentor Apprentice 
Opportunity. We may be in the near future 
starting a Language Mentor Apprentice with 
the LN team sponsored by First Peoples’ 
Cultural Council. 

We encourage moms that are expecting a child and 
also mom’s with newborns to attend the program 
so babies can hear sounds of the language while 
in the womb, and newborns as recent research 

confirms that the first five years are 
particularly important for the development 
of the child’s brain, and the first three years 
are the most critical in shaping the child’s 
brain architecture.

If you have any questions or would like 
more information on our program please 
do not hesitate to contact the LN Team 
250-503-5593 or stop in at 11 Victoria 
Road. 

Captikwł time: We all enjoy captikwł time with kikiwa every 
Wednesday morning. 

Orange Shirt Day: Our little ones enjoyed their Orange Shirt Day 
project with the ladies and tuma assisting. 
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OKIB was recently featured in a Globe and 
Mail article about our decision to sue the federal 
government for failing to provide adequate drinking 
water. The article below is reprinted from the October 
10, 2019 edition.
By Matthew McClearn, Globe and Mail reporter

Since the Trudeau Liberals were elected in 
2015, they’ve made progress on their pledge to 
end long-term advisories on 

reserves without clean water. One 
First Nation says that’s ‘woefully 
inadequate,’ and several others 
agree. Here’s why occasionally finds 
coliform matter in the water supply.
Four years after Liberal Leader 
Justin Trudeau vowed to end 
all drinking water advisories on 
First Nations reserves, the federal 
government faces lawsuits from 
five First Nations demanding water 
service equivalent to that enjoyed by 
other communities in Canada.
The latest legal action is from the 
Okanagan Indian Band. Chief 
Byron Louis credits the government 
for making “significant progress” 
nationally. But at his own reserve just west of Vernon, 
B.C. (known as Okanagan No. 1), only one of its half-
dozen water systems has been recently modernized; 
the others remain little changed from when they 
were built in the 1970s and 80s. The band’s list of 
complaints is long: occasional detection of coliforms, 
water that smells like rotten eggs, chronic shortages 
and band members forced to buy bottled water. 
“What they’ve done is woefully inadequate” at 
Okanagan No. 1, he said.
This summer, the Okanagan Band sued the Attorney-
General of Canada in federal court, seeking an 
order compelling the government to fund ambitious 
improvements to its water service. (In 2017, a 
consultant drafted a plan the band says would 
have provided safe, adequate service including fire 
protection throughout the reserve, at an estimated 
total cost of $45 million.)

The federal Indigenous Services department 
expressed surprise over the lawsuit and emphasized 
that the reserve’s water was perfectly safe. The lawsuit 
is nearly identical to another filed in 2014 by four 
bands in Alberta: Tsuut’ina Nation, Sucker Creek 
First Nation, Ermineskin Cree Nation and the Blood 
Tribe. Although the four bands had effectively agreed 
to put that suit on hold amid negotiations with 
the federal government, three of the bands said in 

a joint statement on Sept. 19 that 
they’ve decided to end that ceasefire 
“because we have been unable to 
achieve a meaningful resolution 
to the protracted crisis of unsafe 
drinking water on our reserves.” (The 
fourth, Tsuut’ina Nation, declined to 
comment.)
The government said that water 
quality and infrastructure on those 
four reserves met federal guidelines, 
in a written response to The Globe 
and Mail on Sept. 25. It added that 
it had invested $28.4-million on 
improvements since 2014.
These lawsuits highlight the chasm 
between the water service many First 

Nations want and what Ottawa is willing to provide.
Since Mr. Trudeau issued his promise during the 
2015 election campaign, his government has focused 
on eliminating “long-term” drinking-water advisories 
on reserves. (An advisory is a public warning about 
hazards in drinking water; the most common variety 
is a boil water advisory, issued when boiling will 
eliminate the hazard. The government considers an 
advisory to be long-term if it lasts longer than one 
year.) Federal data show his government has nearly 
halved the number of such advisories from the 105 
in progress as of early 2016, often by building new 
water-treatment plants or by repairing and upgrading 
existing ones.
The thrust of the lawsuits is that simply ending 
advisories won’t cut it, and that the federal 
government is legally obliged to provide reserves 
with water service equivalent to that enjoyed by 
Canadians living off reserves. “We should be able to 
turn on the taps and get the same assurances that the 

Why has 
OKIB Filed 
a Lawsuit 
Against 
the Federal 
Government?
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water coming out is safe, just like Vernon, just like 
Kelowna,” Chief Louis said. “We want to enjoy what 
other Canadians take for granted,” Chief Jim Badger 
of Sucker Creek First Nation said.
The government has yet to file a defence to the 
OKIB claim. In response to the earlier 2014 lawsuit, 
the government stated: “In answer to the claim as a 
whole, Canada denies it has any obligation or duty 
to the plaintiffs, as alleged or at all.”
The notion that First Nations deserve the same 
quality of water service as everybody else isn’t 
new. A federal cabinet decision in 1977 envisioned 
providing reserves with physical infrastructure 
“similar to that available in neighbouring, non-
Indian communities or comparable locations.” 
Given the small size and remoteness of many 
reserves, however, achieving equality would be 
expensive, particularly on a per-home basis.
That reality is evident on Okanagan No. 1. Much 
of the reserve is undeveloped, but there are several 
small clusters of homes dispersed across its lands, 
mostly along the shores of Okanagan Lake. Each 
small community is served by its own small 
centralized water system serving at most a few 
hundred homes.
When water consultant Bill Berzins toured those 
systems in May, he concluded the community’s 
wells were at risk of contamination. Above what is 
known as the Head of Lake system, for example, 
there were homes with septic systems. There’s also 
a nearby golf course, which Mr. Berzins suspected 
might be applying fertilizer. There were cattle and 
dairy farms upstream, and unusually high water 
demand suggested leaky pipes.
Moreover, the community’s water wasn’t being 
disinfected between the wells and residents’ taps. 
“In any small communities or, rural subdivision 
– in most communities in Canada – you would 
see some level of disinfection because it’s not 
costly to do,” Mr. Berzins said. “It requires the 
installation of a simple system.”
Disinfection isn’t optional in nearby Vernon or 
Kelowna. “If you take each one of Okanagan’s 
centralized systems and placed it off reserve, 
immediately adjacent to the reserve, they would 

all require chlorination under provincial law,” said 
Clayton Leonard, the band’s lawyer – a contention 
confirmed in an interview with Interior Health, 
the provincial authority regulating drinking water 
in those non-Indigenous communities.
Federal records show the government has known 
since at least 2009 that Okanagan No. 1’s systems 
didn’t meet its own drinking-water guidelines. 
However, “systems that are not capable of providing 
safe drinking water would normally be subject to a 
drinking-water advisory,” the Indigenous Services 
department said, asserting there were no advisories 
in progress on Okanagan No. 1.
In fact, there have been several “do not consume” 
advisories in progress since May, owing to 
manganese levels above federal guidelines. The 
First Nations Health Authority (FNHA), which 
recommends advisories on First Nations lands in 
B.C. and tracks ones already in progress, does not 
include that advisory on its official list because it 
covers only pregnant or breastfeeding women and 
infants.
But that doesn’t mean the FNHA believes 
Okanagan No. 1’s water is safe. The band provided 
The Globe reports produced after FNHA 
inspections of Okanagan No. 1’s systems. Those 
documents revealed that since 2014 the FNHA 
has repeatedly warned the band of contamination 
and public-health risks, and has recommended 
installation of chlorination systems.
The federal government’s preoccupation with 
ending drinking-water advisories ultimately 
influenced what it did in Okanagan No. 1. 
Between 2012 and 2016, it provided $4.1-million 
to replace the one system that had been 
experiencing a lengthy advisory. The Bradley 
Creek and Six Mile water systems were joined to 
a new well, reservoir and water-treatment plant 
that included disinfection. The advisory was lifted 
in 2015, but many of the reserve’s other water 
quality problems were not addressed.
ISC asserts that bands are responsible for 
designing, constructing and operating their water 
infrastructure; the department confines its own 
role to providing funding and advice, in amounts 
that have never been clearly defined.
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E-cigarettes:
What you need to know

to stay healthy

WHAT ARE E-CIGARETTES?
E-cigarettes are battery-operated devices that electronically heat a solution to produce a vapour that is 
inhaled. Like regular cigarettes, it is best to avoid using them.

There are many different types such as:

      »  Cigalikes

      »  Vape pens (vapes)

      »  Advanced tank systems

      »  Pod Vapes

WHAT’S IN THEM?
Solution: also called “e-liquid,” “e-juice” or “vape juice,” the solution is made up of propylene glycol or 
glycerine, water, flavourings and may contain nicotine. Flavourings are generally safe for eating but the 
risks associated with breathing them into your lungs are unknown.

Vapour: Once the solution is heated, a vapour or aerosol is created and this may contain:

      »   Particles: many studies have found particles in e-cigarettes at levels comparable to that of  
tobacco smoke.

      »   Metals: lead, chromium, nickel, copper, aluminum, and mercury, which can negatively affect your 
health (see below).

      »   Tobacco-specific nitrosamines (TSNAs): these cancer-causing compounds are considered the 
most dangerous of all the chemicals found in e-cigarettes.

      »   Carbonyls: including formaldehyde, acetaldehyde, and acrolein, which are potential human  
carcinogens (i.e., cause cancer).
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A captikwl  

The Four Food Chiefs 

In the world before this world, before there 
were people, and before things were like they 
are now, everyone was alive and walking 
around like we do. All Creation was talking 

about the coming changes to their world. They had 
been told that soon a new kind of people would 
be living on this earth. Even they, the Animals and 
Plant people, would be changed. 
Now they had to decide how the People-To-Be 
would live and what they would eat. The four 
Chiefs were: Skimxist (Bear), Ntytikxw (Salmon), 
Speetlum (Bitterroot) and Seeya (Saskatoon). They 
held many meetings and talked for a long time 
about what the People-To-Be would need to live. 
All of the Chiefs thought and thought. “What can 
we give to the People-To-Be to eat that is already 
here on earth?” they asked one another. “There 
seems to be no answer.” 
Finally, the three other chiefs said to Skimxist, 
“You are the wisest and the oldest among us. You 
tell us what are you are going to do.” Skimxist said, 
“Since you have all placed your trust in me, he said, 
“I will give myself and all the animals that I am 
Chief over, to be food for the People-To-Be.” Then 
he said to Ntytikxw, “What will you do?” Ntytikxw 
answered, “You are indeed the wisest among us. I 
will also give myself and all the things that live in 
the water as food for the People-To-Be.” Speetlum, 
who was Chief of all the roots under the ground 
said, “I will do the same.” Seeya was last. He said, 

“I will do the same. All the good things that grow 
above ground will be the food for the People-To-
Be.” 
Chief Skimxist was happy because there would be 
enough food for the People-To-Be. He said, “Now I 
will lay myself down to make these things happen.” 
Because he was the greatest Chief and had given 
his life, all the People-That-Were (The Animal 
People) gathered and sang songs to bring him back 
to life. That was how they helped heal each other in 
that world. They all took turns singing but Skimxist 
did not come back to life. 
Finally, Fly came along. He said, “You laid your 
body down. You laid your life down.” His song 
was powerful. Skimxist came back to life. Then 
Fly told the four Chiefs, “When the People-To-Be 
are here and they take your body for food, they 
will sing this song. They will cry their thanks with 
this song.” Then Skimxist spoke for all the Chiefs, 
“From now on when the People-To-be come, 
everything will have its own song. The People-To-
Be will use these songs to help each other as you 
have helped me.” 
That is how food was given to our people. That is 
how songs were given to our people. That is how 
giving and helping one another was and still is 
taught to our people. That is why we must respect 
even the smallest, weakest persons for what they 
can contribute. That is why we give thanks and 
honour to what is given to us.
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2nd Annual Trunk or Treat a Complete Success
Komasket Park was the perfect stage for our 
“littles of all ages” to dress up in their amazing 
Halloween Costumes to participate in the 2nd 
Annual Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, October 
26, 2019.

Estimated number of participants including littles, 
older siblings, parents, grandparents and friends 
was astonishing. Over 100 people attended over 
the course of the event right into the fireworks 
display. 

There was 15 registered vehicles who decorated 
their trunks/truck boxes to ensure the children 
were able to trick or trunk in a safe, family friendly 
environment. 

The winner of the Best Dressed Trunk winning a 
jackpot of $55 was Julie & Shiloh Richard for their 
amazing design on a Ghostbusters theme! Great 
job on the creative set and costume design.

The evening was filled with the joyous laughter of 
children as they visited each vehicle for their treats 
and playing with their friends while enjoying a 
hotdog and hot chocolate waiting for the amazing 
firework display. 

This event could not be successful without the 
generous support and helping hands from the 
community who worked in various capacities 
and behind the scenes leading up to the event and 
at the event itself. We, the For Community by 
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Community committee, are very appreciative and 
thankful of the generous support from businesses, 
the band and community members who donated to 
the event: 

Cooks: Matt Tardiff, Colin & Miranda Marchand. 

Food Prep & Equipment: Colleen Marchand.

Firework Organizers: Fabian Alexis & Colin 
Marchand.

Trunk or Treat Promoters: Miranda Marchand, 
Mary Marchand, Kristen Tardiff, Val Genaille, 
Peggy Joe, Julie Richard & Glenda Louis. 

Clean Up Crew: Matt Tardiff, Colin Marchand, 
Colleen Marchand, Val Genaille & Glenda Louis.

Financial Support for the Fireworks Display 
Okanagan Indian Band Community Services 
Division, Little Kingdom Gas & Grocery, NeeHoot 
Grocery, Fabian Alexis, Don Louis, Glenda Louis, 
Colleen Marchand, Colin Marchand, Julie Richard, 
Jonathon Thompson, Bruce Weaver and Jo-Deane 
Williams. 

Food-Beverage & Equipment Use Donations: 
Colleen Marchand, Keith Louis, Glenda Louis, 
Peggy Joe and Nk’maplqs Challenge Cup 
Committee.

Firework Display Helpers: Fabian Alexis, Colin 
Marchand, Don Louis and Emery Robins Jr. 

A special mention to a few key members who went 
the extra mile without blinking an eye to organize 
the small forgotten details from shopping, whether 

it was food or the fireworks to the firework 
delivery, kudos to Colleen, Fabian, and Colin. 
Lastly, a big thank you to all who came out and 
decorated your trunks/truck box for our littles and 
to the parents who brought your children to our 
event. Thank you for taking the time to come out. 
It was so heartwarming to see all the littles out in 
their adorable Halloween costumes and hearing the 
laughter and joy in their voices!
Great job and thank you to all worked hard to 
ensure a safe and successful event. See you next 
year and happy planning to those who are already 
thinking of next year’s trunk design!
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Indigenous Services Canada  
Locatee Leasing Information Package

The following web links will take the reader to the 
main documents relating to leasing locatee lands 
on reserve. OKIB Lands Department can provide 
you with the locatee leasing documents, or if 
preferred, Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) Lands 
Officer can provide by e-mail or in paper format.

ISC Locatee Lease Policy

Please see: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/
eng/1374091139187/1374091182369#directive

This document reflects changes to ISC’S Locatee 
Leasing policy that resulted from the Canadian 
Human Rights Tribunal decision in Louie and 
Beattie v. Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, 
2011 CHRT 2. Locatees are now able to negotiate 
the essential terms of their leases directly 
with proponents, with a minimum amount of 
involvement by INAC.

Application for Leasing Locatee Lands

Please see: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/
DAM-INTER-HQ-FRMS/STAGING/texte-text/
frms_land_mng_83_133_static_1560868756847_
eng.pdf

Filling in this form is the first stage in the Locatee 
Leasing process. Please send the completed form 
to Indigenous Services Canada or the OKIB Lands 
Department.

ISC Environmental Review Process

Please see: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/
eng/1403215245662/1403215349135

The proponent will receive a link to a web-based 
Project Description form. Once the web based 
Project Description form has been completed, 
clicking “Submit” will send it electronically back to 
the ISC environment officer for review. The form 
initiates the environmental review process which in 
turn will determine the applicable environmental 
measures that will form part of the Lease. It is 
recommended that environmental issues be 
examined early on in the Locatee leasing process.

Locatee Commercial Lease precedent

Please contact the ISC Lands Officer for a PDF 
copy of the Locatee Commercial Lease. The ISC BC 
region toll free number is 1-800-567-9604.

For further details, contact the Okanagan Indian 
Band Lands Department at 250-542-3444.

See next page for “Comments on Specific Lease 
Clauses.”
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COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC LEASE CLAUSES 
Lease Section COMMENT NOTE 

1. Definitions   The majority of defined terms should be retained 
as they are drafted. Nonetheless, there can be 
addition or removal depending on the context and 
requirements of a proposed development under 
the lease. 

  

2. Interpretation  These are standard interpretation clauses com-
mon to commercial leases. 

  

3. Premises & Minerals  A Lessee may review the minerals clause accord-
ing to the state of the law in the province. The 
wording should not be varied in the interest of 
minimally impairing a Locatee’s or First Nation’s 
rights to minerals should they have such a right. 
This right is dependent on how a reserve was 
created and the province. 

  

4. Use of the Lands Terms should reflect the conditions and use in the 
application set forth by the Locatee and propo-
nent. 

Essential Term – to be nego-
tiated by the Locatee as per 
Schedule B Locatee Release 
and Indemnity. 

5. Rent Rent amounts and rent review timing (if applica-
ble) are at the Locatee’s entire discretion under 
the Locatee Leasing Directive 7.3. Many different 
arrangements are possible. 

Essential Clause – to be ne-
gotiated by the Locatee as 
per Schedule B Locatee Re-
lease and Indemnity. 

6. Construction No changes permitted. All plans submitted in ref-
erence to a lease development must be certified 
by an Engineer or Architect and the Lessee is 
responsible for construction compliance. 

  

7. Repairs and Maintenance This article is essential to maintain Improvements. 
No changes permitted. 

  

8. Improvement This article reflects ISC policy regarding owner-
ship of Improvements. No changes permitted. 

  

9. Removal of Improvements and Trade 
Fixtures. 

This article provides for alternate options that 
must be determined upfront. No changes permit-
ted. 

  

10. Insurance This article reflects advice received from an exter-
nal insurance consultant. No changes permitted. 

  

11. Section 12.3 – Fire Services This addresses a legislative gap on reserve.  No 
changes permitted. 

  

12. Taxes No changes permitted for all these sections.   
13. Utilities 
14. Environment 
15. Assignment, Sublease & Mortgages 

16. Change of Control 
17. Insolvency 
18. Defaults and End of Leases 
19. Surrender of Possession. 
20. Indemnity 
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UXO Lands

To honour our Veterans on November 11, 2019, 
the Okanagan Indian Band Lands Department 
would like to take this opportunity to give thanks 
to the veterans that took action in Canada’s war 
times. For instance, during the First World War, 
every single man from the OKIB aged between 20 
and 35 volunteered. We’d also to recognize OKIB’s 
contributions to the war and military efforts.  

UXO Lands – Goose Lake & Madeline Lake 
Ranges

As you may know, between 1943 and 1990, when 
Canada’s Department of National Defence (DND) 
conducted military training activity that included 
live-firing of explosive ordnance & such as artillery 
and mortars on two ranges located partly within 
Okanagan Indian Reserve No. 1, the Goose 
Lake Range and the Glenemma (now known as 
Madeline Lake Range).

The permits issued by OKIB authorizing DND to 
use the reserve required DND to repair damage 
and/or remove “duds”, also known as unexploded 
ordnance or UXO. DND failed to do so and an 
unknown quantity of UXO and munitions scrap 
remains on the reserve. 

UXO poses a serious risk because it can explode if 
disturbed, resulting in injury or death. In certain 
circumstances, UXO and munitions scrap may also 
cause environmental contamination. The presence 
of UXO and/or munitions scrap may impact the 
value and development potential of the lands. 

One of OKIB main objectives is to complete an 
understanding of the extent of the UXO and 
munitions scrap on the reserve and any related 
contamination as well as clearance of the reserve 
lands.

Howard Hisdal and OKIB Lands have coordinated 
and conducted a number of interviews with Band 
members to provide more context and information 
related to the military’s use of the land.  

Enhanced Land Use Project (ELUP)

The Enhanced Land Use Project looks at the Goose 
Lake and Madeline Lake UXO Ranges.  The project 
builds off of the work started back in 2013 under 
the Phase 1 Land Use Plan.  The project is focused 
on providing greater detail on potential land uses, 
or the lost opportunity of OKIB in respect of lands 
impacted by UXO.

Our ELUP team collaborated efforts with our UXO 
Liaison and the Historian on investigating past 
land use of our UXO Lands including site tours, 
data information, and interviews with community 
members.  The purpose is to better understand the 
extent and continuing impacts.  

The OKIB Enhanced Land Use Team will be 
presenting in the near future the draft Enhanced 
Land Use report to both the Community and the 
Chief and Council.  
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ALL LIVESTOCK MUST BE REMOVED from OKIB Range land by 
  
 

 

1. The Chief and Council of the Okanagan Indian Band, hereby confirm that the Range Management  
Process currently in effect for use of any range land requires ALL LIVESTOCK TO BE REMOVED from all 
OKIB range land by November 15, 2019 

2. The Range Management Process requires all livestock to remain off the range land until notified that 
the range is available for use. 

3. The Chief and Council requires that any livestock using the OKIB band ranges must be owned by an 
OKIB member with a brand registered in the Band member’s name.  Any unauthorized livestock may 
be removed from the band ranges immediately at the expense of the livestock owner. 

4. The Chief and Council, the range users and any stock owners are to monitor this process and each  
other’s activities regrding the use of the range land. 

5. The removal of all livestock from the range lands is imperative to the continued productivity of the 
range land to produce the natural grass range for the livestock. 

6. For the safety of the community and of all Band Members and humanity towards animals, any live-
stock remaining on the OKIB range lands may be impounded pursuant to Section 81 Subsection 1 (e) of 
the Indian Act;  

7. The Chief and Council expect all Range Users to abide by the above stated terms and conditions of the 
Range Management Process. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Lands Department at 250-542-3444 

Thank you for your compliance regarding this matter. 

OOKKIIBB  RREEMMIINNDDEERR  NNOOTTIICCEE  
RREEMMOOVVAALL  OOFF  LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKK  FFRROOMM  OOKKIIBB  RRAANNGGEE  LLAANNDDSS  
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Indigenous Disability Awareness Month is a time 
to recognize and celebrate the contributions of 
Indigenous peoples with disabilities and take 
action to ensure equity of rights, access and 
opportunities.

In Canada, the rate of disabilities among 
Indigenous peoples is higher than the national 
rate. Indigenous peoples with disabilities face 
accessibility barriers and limited employment 
opportunities that magnify the social and 
economic exclusion they experience. Too often 
this is compounded by systemic and social 
discrimination.

Since 1991, the British Columbia Aboriginal 
Network on Disability Society (BCANDS) has 
been an important resource for Indigenous 
peoples. BCANDS provides disability and health 
support services to eligible Indigenous persons 
and organizations. It is the only stand-alone 
organization in Canada serving Indigenous peoples 
with disabilities.

November is Indigenous Disability Awareness 
Month in BC

To help make British Columbia a truly inclusive 
province, the BC government is working with 
BCANDS, Indigenous communities, people with 
disabilities and their families to bring in BC’s first 
piece of accessibility legislation next year.

In September 2019, the government launched 
public consultations to inform the development 
of accessibility legislation to better support 
people with disabilities to live with dignity and 
to participate in their communities. You can 
participate until November 29 by following this 
link: https://www.engage.gov.bc.ca/accessibility

The goal is to visit communities throughout the 
province, and encourage everyone to provide their 
feedback online or attend a community session.

Quick Fact:

There are more than 926,000 British Columbians 
over the age of 15 years, or almost 25% of the 
population, who have some form of a disability 
(Statistics Canada, Survey on Disability 2017).

Learn More:

British Columbia Aboriginal Network on Disability 
Society: https://www.bcands.bc.ca/

Accessibility through Legislation public 
consultation (Sept. 16 to Nov. 29, 2019): https://
www.engage.gov.bc.ca/accessibility/

BC government accessibility initiatives: www.gov.
bc.ca/accessibility

BC government services for people with 
disabilities: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/
family-social-supports/services-for-people-with-
disabilities/supports-services

Accessibility for all British Columbians, including 
Indigenous peoples with disabilities, means full 
and equal participation in our communities. We 
are committed to creating opportunities to work 
and thrive, creating a culture of greater social 
inclusion and a continuing, deep commitment to 
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples.

Every person living with a disability deserves to 
live with dignity in a world without barriers.
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There’s still time to get your flu shot
Every year many people get sick with influenza, 
which can lead to more serious health 
complications. Influenza vaccines are the best way 
to prevent the flu and are free to all First Nations/
Aboriginal Peoples. 
Influenza is currently in community, so to protect 
yourself, the community and especially those with 
compromised immunity and health conditions 
(elderly, pregnant mothers, and babies)please get 
your yearly flu vaccine.  The flu is easily spread 
from person to person and not every recovers or 

November 2019 flu clinic dates:
Friday, Nov. 1 - 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 4 - 1 to 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 5 - 1 to 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 6 - 1 to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 7 - 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

recovers as easily once infected with influenza. 
The best way to protect yourself and those in 
the community is to receive a yearly influenza 
vaccination.
Attend one of OKIB’s drop in Community Flu 
Clinics to receive your FREE flu vaccination.
Flu shots will be provided on a first come first 
served order at the Okanagan Indian Band Health 
Centre at 76 Head of Lake Road.
If you have any questions please contact Amber 
Froste, Community Health Nurse, at 250-542-5094 
or email okibnurse@okangan.org

November 2019
Membership Forum, HOL Hall 
November 12, 5 to 9 p.m. 
Council Meeting, Council Chambers 
November 18, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Council/Committee Meeting, Council Chambers 
November 25, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

December 2019
Council Meeting, Council Chambers 
December 2, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Membership Forum, Holiday Park Resort 
December 9, 5 to 9 p.m.
Council Meeting, Council Chambers  
December 16, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Band Council Meeting Schedule Welcome to 6 new staff

OKIB management and staff wishes to extend a 
warm welcome to six new staff members who have 
joined the organization over the last month:
Kali Van Stone – School Feasibility Study 
Coordinator
Beverly Simpson – Home & Community Care 
Supervisor
Edgar Eyzaguirre – Driver –PESP Bus
Sandra McCrea – Assistant Controller
Helen Mason – On Call Teacher
Roshanne Louis – Program Assistant Social 
Development and Training. 



Senk’lip 22

Please forward your donation to: Okanagan College Foundation 
1000 KLO RD, Kelowna, BC, V1Y 4X8 

Charitable Business Number: 86248 8194 RR0001





   

In honour and memory of Rhonda Terbasket
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Important Dates for  NovemberImportant Dates for  November 
November 4 to 7 - Flu clinics. 
November 5, 12, 19, 26 - Day program. 
November 8, 15, 22 and 29 - One Feather contest entry dates. 
November 11 - Remembrance Day at the cenotaph.
November 15 - Deadline for livestock to be removed from OKIB range land.
November 18 to 22 - Mobile Wellness Program. 

The Okanagan EldersThe Okanagan Elders
The elders have many fund raising activities going 
on throughout the year.

If you have any donations for Loonie Auctions, 
Bingos or for their 50/50. Please contact  
Bonnie Lawrence at 250-542-1243. 

All donations are very much appreciated by our 
elders. Please do not hesitate to give generously.

Elders Bingo Elders Bingo 
Last Sunday of every month.

Early Birds - 12:30 pm 
Bingo - 1:00 pm

Agreement # 40015968


