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Jacob Taylor, Okanagan Indian Band Member, 
continues to dominate the competition in javelin and 
discus. Last year at the North American Indigenous 
Games (NAIG), Taylor won gold with a javelin toss 
of 57.3 metres, setting the new games record. The 
silver medalist, Dylan Francis of Nova Scotia, threw 
40.55 metres .

Taylor also won gold in discus with a throw of 
42.31metres. Keith Dennis of New Brunswick had a 
toss of 37.41metres to win silver.

Taylor hasn’t always been in track either. He stated, 
“I started track after the realization of my three year 
rugby career was going nowhere and I wasn’t pas-
sionate about it anymore.” Taylor also said, “I didn’t 
like depending on my team and I came out to train-
ing last year when high school coach Ian Cameron 
had seen some potential and something clicked when 
I picked up the javelin.”

On April 7th in Bellingham, Taylor won gold again 
with a 51.20 metre throw  at the Birger Solberg Invi-
tational.

The following weekend, at 4A Tumwater (Wash.) 

High School Invitational, he threw 49.95 metres to 
win gold, 51.82 metres placing first at the Tacoma 
Invitational, and 50.75 metres to receive silver at the 
Terrace Invitational in Edmonds, Wash.

Taylor is not your everyday high school athlete, he 
is currently sitting on the top spot for javelin and 
discus in Canada. Taylor stated, “Depending on the 
team they take down to Jamaica for the Harry Je-
rome meet, I could be competing in June for team 
Canada.” 

When asked what how his competition views him he 
said, “I’ve gotten to the point where everyone knows 
how much I train and I’m pretty respected and in 
most of my competitions I consider them compet-
ing against myself because I’m just on a completly 
different level than everyone around me, regardless 
of what my competitors think.” Taylor definitely has 
the mindset of a champion. 

Taylor Continues to Dominate in Javelin



This reminds me a the greatest and hardest working 
basketball player of all time, Michael Jordan, as he 
once said, “I’m not competing with somebody else, 
I’m competing with what I’m capable of.”

This mindset doesn’t just revolve around track for 
Taylor it also takes place in the classroom as well. 
School seems to come easy to him and when asked 
what his goals are after high school he stated, “I’m 
actually probably going to Florida State and getting 
my Juris Doctor (junior law degree) and my bache-
lors in psychology then eventually moving to Toron-
to for law school. But for now I’m focusing on the 
youth Olympic team going to Argentina in October, 

and I’m going to try to compete for Canada in the 
2024 Olympics in Paris.”

After seeing all the incredible speakers at the OKIB 
Leadership Celebration on May 26th, it is amazing 
to see how many of our band members are at the top 
of their professions. With a band member population 
around 2,000, it is safe to say that we will contin-
ue to defeat the odds and go out and do incredible 
things. 

No matter where Taylor goes, we will be cheering 
him on.

Important dates for June 
• OKIB Wellness Fair - June 9th
• Band Council/Membership Forum - June 11th
• Aboriginal Day - June 21st- Office closure

Did you know that walking and exercising 
just 30 minutes a day can:
• Improve cardiovascular health
• Reduce risk of heart disease and stroke
• Reduce bodyfat
• Increase muscle strength & endurance
• Improve management of : Diabetes, hyperten-

sion, high cholesteral
Best of all...It doesn’t cost you anything 

Participate in the OKIB  30 for 30 Challenge!!

Walk/exercise 30 minutes a day for 30 days

June 1-30, 2018

Take a picture and post to Facebook #OKIB-
30for30 for weekly incentives

At the end of 30 days, provide you 30 day log to 
win prizes

For more information please contact Glenda or 
Sharmaine or Sherry
• sharmaine.gregoire@okanagan.org
• glenda.louis@okanagan.org
• sherry.louis@okanagan.org
• 
• Check out the Facebook page - https://www.

facebook.com/groups/375770969584175/



OKIB Commonage IR#9 Specific 
Claim Summary

COMMONAGE CLAIM RESUBMITTED

The Okanagan Indian Band recently resubmitted its 
claim against Canada in respect of the Commonage 
Indian Reserve No. 9 – a historic reserve of more 
than 25,000 acres lying between Okanagan Lake and 
Kalamalka Lake. These lands were identified and 
set aside as an Indian Reserve in the late 1800s, but 
starting in 1889, Canada and British Columbia stated 
that they were giving up any interest that OKIB had 
in the lands and made the land available for purchase 
by non-indigenous settlers. As a result, the Com-
monage IR9 lands are now held by the province and 
private land owners.

Claim was initially filed in 1989 – Canada 
later backed out of negotiations

For many years, OKIB had no options to seek re-
dress for the loss of the Commonage IR9 lands. 
In 1989, following Canada’s establishment of a fed-
eral policy regarding unresolved First Nation claims, 
OKIB submitted a claim to Canada’s Specific Claims 
Branch. Canada accepted the Commonage Specific 
Claim for negotiation on September 1, 2000. But in 
2008 Canada decided to withdraw from the negotia-
tions, asserting that a decision of the Supreme Court 
of Canada (Weywaykum v. Canada) established that 
Canada had not breached any legal obligations to 
OKIB. 

Commonage Claim has be updated and 
refiled

Political pressure since Canada’s withdrawal from 

negotiations did not sufficiently advance OKIB’s 
position, and the timelines imposed on court ac-
tions make aspects of the claim difficult to pursue in 
Court. As a result, and with developments in the law 
providing additional bases for the OKIB claim, the 
Commonage Claim has been updated and refiled un-
der Canada’s Specific Claims Policy in order to seek 
compensation for the obligations that OKIB asserts 
Canada breached. 

Canada is now undertaking a review and 
assessment of the claim

Canada has confirmed that the Commonage Claim 
has met the Policy’s required minimum standard. 
Canada now has three years (until March 2021) to 
undertake a detailed review and assessment of the 
claim in order to advise whether the Claim will be 
accepted for negotiations. If the claim is not whol-
ly accepted for negotiations, or if negotiations fail, 
OKIB will have the option of pursuing the Com-
monage Claim with the Specific Claims Tribunal for 
an independent determination.

HISTORY OF THE COMMONAGE IR9

The members and ancestors of the Okanagan Indian 
Band have lived in the Okanagan Valley of what is 
now known as British Columbia since time imme-
morial.

In the late 1800s, there was increasing European 
settlement and demand for land in the Okanagan. 
The Crown was concerned about organizing among 
the indigenous peoples and the threat of conflict and 
potential war; and, sought to identify lands to protect 
from European settlement in order to quell the un-
rest. A letter from 1877 described:

…I think that the question of the continuance of 



peace hangs by a thread. A small cause might pre-
cipitate an outbreak. The test time may be when the 
[Okanagans] find they cannot get what they de-
mand…

Representatives of Canada and British Columbia 
were appointed to the Joint Indian Reserve Commis-
sion (JIRC) which came to the Okanagan Valley in 
1877 in order to address the demands of the indige-
nous people and set apart lands as reserves. Among 
the lands set apart by the JIRC was a parcel covering 
more than 25,000 acres, referred to as Indian Reserve 
No. 9 (IR9). A member of the JIRC summarized:

We have settled satisfactorily with the important 
tribe at the head of the lake, having assigned to them 
a very liberal tract adequate for all their requirements 
and including a wide stretch of excellent pasture, 
for summer grazing and also the share in pasture of 
an extensive tract lying between Long Lake [now 
Kalamalka Lake] and the large lake…

IR9 is referred to as the “Commonage” because the 
JIRC proposed that OKIB be granted a perpetual 
right of pasturage on the lands in common with the 
non-indigenous settlers of the area, but that if this 
arrangement was not within the JIRC’s powers or 
could not be carried out, “the said tract of land to be 
Indian reserve”.    

IR9 included important sacred, fishing, hunting and 
gathering grounds. It was accepted and used as a 
Reserve by OKIB’s members at the time and was 
surveyed by the Indian Reserve Commission Survey-
or in 1881.  

During the 1880s, the Okanagan valley was subject 
to extensive pressures on the land as a result of the 
increasing numbers of settlers and the demand for 
larger pasturage by the existing ranchers. Provin-
cial officials began to promote the notion that lands 

should be withdrawn from reserves, including the 
Commonage Reserve, to open the land for further 
European settlement. BC and Canada discussed 
relinquishing the Commonage Reserve over the 
course of many years, and never consulted with or 
sought OKIB’s consent. The City of Vernon is in 
fact named after a provincial official who advocated 
for the elimination of the Commonage Reserve and 
subsequently obtained a portion of the Commonage 
Reserve lands for his personal benefit. Also raising 
questions of conflict of interest was Canada’s reserve 
commissioner who stated that the Commonage Re-
serve was unnecessary to the OKIB, and had ties to 
the members of the cattle industry who would benefit 
upon the Reserve’s relinquishment.

Beginning in 1889 Canada and BC took steps to 
give up OKIB’s interest in the Commonage Reserve 
in order to make the land available for purchase by 
non-aboriginal settlers. OKIB was neither informed 
nor consulted of this purported relinquishment. 
OKIB’s consent was not sought or received, and the 
proper steps were not taken for surrender under the 
Indian Act. 

OKIB’s claim for redress is based on Canada’s 
failures to protect OKIB’s interests and failure to act 
in the best interests of OKIB in respect of the Com-
monage IR9. 

Commonage Reserve Map Next Page >>>
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Health &
Wellness

June 8 & 9, 2o18
9am-4pm

Food Vendors

Interior Health

Massages

Chiropractor

Accupuncture

Pharmacare

Diabetes Diabetes Team

Naturopath

OKIB Departments

BC Cancer Agency

Entertainment

Nutrition

Qi GOng

Osteopath

Manicures

Reiki

Organic

CampingCamping

Reflexology

Meditation

Local Gyms

Child Activities

Komasket Park
115O5 Westside Rd, Vernon, BC

For more information
familysupportworker@okanagan.org

tetku.marchand@okanagan.org



Cultural Immersion School May Report
Way’  -Well, we are now in the final two months of 
school so we have a lot going on.
The staff are working with students to complete the 
CAT4 tests – these are required by FNSA/FNESC as part 
of the requirements for school certification which in turn 
relates directly to funding. This is an extensive process of 
at least one week.

The Cognitive Abilities Test: Fourth Edition 
(CAT4) provides a robust, standardised measure of 
cognitive reasoning ability, without reference to curricu-
lum-based material and regardless of previous achieve-
ments or first language.
With CAT4, you get invaluable insight into your pupils’ 
ability to reason across four distinct batteries: verbal, 
non-verbal, mathematical and spatial, as compared to the 
national average. 
This allows you to address patterns and adapt your teach-
ing methods to suit individual (or group, where a similar 
learning profile is shared) needs, ensuring feedback is 
appropriate and targets are achievable. The CAT4 pro-
vides us with the data to provide better instruction for our 
students.

Our itinerary for the upcoming months 
looks like this:
• May 24- Educational Field trip for grade 4 to 7 stu-

dents at the former Residential School in Kamloops.
• May 25 – OKIB Leadership Celebration @ HOL 

Hall – Students perform the Okanagan Song and the 
Deer Song

• May 28 – Students will be visiting the Vernon Per-
forming Arts Center to watch the performance of 
“Celestial Being.”

• June 2 (Saturday) – Proposed School Bingo at HOL 
Hall.

June 13, 14, 15 – Year End Field trip
Wednesday – leave school 8 a.m. 
• Secwepmc Museum & Heritage park – 10-11:30
• BC Wildlife park – 1:00- 3:00
• Check in – 3:30
• Dinner – 5:00
Thursday – Breakfast

• Kam. Art Gallery – 10-12:00
• Free Time – 12:00 – 3:00
• Jump 360 – 3:30 – 5:00
• Dinner – 5:30 -7:00
Friday – Early breakfast – 6:30-7:30
• Check –Out – 7:45 – 8:00
• Travel to Merritt – 8 – 9:00
• Traditional Games – 9:30 -2:00
• Travel home2:30 -4:30
• Parents pick up students from CIS – 4:30 -5:00
• June 18 – No school.
• June 20 – Spring Concert/Grad Celebration at HOL 

Hall @ 5:00 pm
• June 21 – National Aboriginal Day – school closed.
• June 22 – FUNDAY!
• June 26 – School at Atlantis Waterslides – all day.
• June 27 – Bouncy Castle
• June 28 – Last Day of School – Report Cards go 

home 10:00 am dismissal
• June 29- Administrative Day at school for staff – 

year end wrap up.

Summer Learning (Literacy) Program
We have again applied for the Summer Learning (Lit-
eracy) Program and we have been approved. We will 
have a program running for 125 hours this summer to 
support our primary literacy leaners who struggle. Mrs. 
Saddleman Joe and Mrs. Mihalcheon will be our summer 
instructors.

OKIB 9th Annual Band School Language Con-
ference
We will provide brief overview of our amazing Band 
School Conference. There will be a more extensive write 
up in the next issue.

First of all nothing could have happened without the 
Conference Committee. Every member worked diligently 
to make sure the attendees and presenters didn’t have any 
glitches as the days progressed. Our Committee members 
were; Lorraine Ladan, Danielle Saddleman, Ruby Alexis 
and Peggy Joe. Peggy definitely went above and beyond 
in support of the Conference. There were many other 



staff who worked in the background also helping such as 
Cheryl Louis and Ramona Wilson. A huge lim limt to all 
of you.

We had a variety of presenters and Keynote Speakers 
whose purpose was to touch upon the instructional meth-
odologies and strategies in some of our Okanagan Band 
Schools in respect to language and culture.

From OKIB’s own Dr. Bill Cohen and Dr. Natalie Cham-
bers to Grahm and Dominique Wiley Camacho from the 
Salish School of Spokane there was an extensive and 
valuable range of topics covered. 

One of the very popular sessions was “Breathing Life 
Back Into Our Language & Culture” providing an expe-
riential exploration of revival based upon a family-based 
approach utilized by Linguist John Rampanen (Nuu-
chah-nulth territory). Topics covered included (re)con-
necting with land, foods and medicines, maintaining a 
uniquely indigenous approach, curriculum and resource 
development, and more! This was of particular inter-
est because this relationship stemmed from a previous 
exchange between OKIB the Nuu-chah-nulth territory 
language and culture representatives. Below John and 
Nitalis talk about their processes for re-connecting.
We were also fortunate to have some local OKIB Knowl-
edge Keepers share their wisdom through a series of Cul-
tural workshops organized by Ruby Alexis. This included 
Eric Mitchell, Jerry Louis, Barb Marchand, Ruby Alexis 
and Joanne Alexis demonstrating traditional Okanagan 

skills related to twining, weaving, braiding, cattail dolls, 
net making, and creating various bags. Below Eric and 
Jerry begin their workshop.

Below we have Grahm and Dominique Wiley Cama-
cho from the Salish School of Spokane presenting on 
n̓syilxcn̓ Immersion Kindergarten. A very interesting 
presentation giving an overview of planning, materials, 
and lessons in the K-1 classroom and will focus on their 
experiences teaching writing, science, and music. 

We have in closing, before our next addition. in the next 
issue a picture of our Keynote speaker mahuya- Dr. Bill 
Cohen with S”amtíc’a!- Sarah Petersen who helped com-
pile the Paul Creek Curriculum. We were honoured that 
she chose to attend our Conference. We will have more 
info on other presenters and keynotes as stated in the next 
edition.

Submitted by Steve Bentley CIS



Class of 2018
Roll Call for Okanagan Indian Band Members 

If you are graduating Grade 12 Student or Post-Secondary Grad-
uate for the school year of 2017-2018, we would like to know 
about it.

Details to include in your response:
• Full Legal Name
• Parental Information
• Secondary School/Academic Institute
• Graduation Photo (jpeg)(optional)
• Accomplishments/Awards/Scholarships (optional)
• Brief inspirational message-up to 50 words (optional) 
Please contact the Education Department either by telephone 250-542-5094 or email: 
peggy.joe@okanagan.org 

Save the Date 
High School & Post-Secondary 2018 
Graduation Banquet

Friday June 29, 2018
Vernon Lodge

Doors Open at 5:00pm

For further information and to ensure 
you are on our list, please email 
peggy.joe@okanagan.org or contact Peggy 
directly at 250-542-5094

Formal Invitations to follow

Class of 2018



Okanagan Indian Band Student 
Celebration @

Atlantis Waterslides
Saturday June 30, 2018

10am to 5:00pm

Lunch to be provided

Admission for all OKIB band member students 
(ages of 5 to 18 years) will be covered plus 1 adult 
per family per household.

All children under the age of 12 must be accom-
panied by an adult at all times.

Please register with Peggy Joe prior to 
Friday June 22 by 11:00am
Phone: 250-542-5094
or email: peggy.joe@okanagan.org

Successful Syilx 
Successful Syilx was a 6 week program that had 
weekly presenters from a variety of professionals  to 
promote Health and Science related careers to youth 
from ages 13-18. Presenters included a Message 
Therapist, Environmental Scientist, OKIB Nurs-
ing Staff, Traditional Medicine, Water Technician, 
Nutritionist & Holistic Nutritionist. At the end of the 
weekly engagement sessions all participants were 
given a small incentive and also put into a draw to 
win a mountain bike with helmet won by Shelby 
Richard and kayak, paddle and life jacket won by 
Brandon Eli.  



STAGE TWO WATER RESTRICTIONS 

COMPROMISED  
FIRE PROTECTION 

WATER RESTRICTION 
NO LAWN WATERING!! 

DUE TO CONTINUED OVER USAGE  
OF WATER AT THIS TIME 

ALL OKIB WATER SYSTEMS ARE BEING OVER 
TAXED WHICH COULD RESULT  

IN SYSTEM FAILURES AS WELL AS  

NO FIRE PROTECTION 
OKIB IS THANKING YOU IN ADVANCE FOR 

YOUR CO-OPERATION TO ENSURE  
FIRE PROTECTION FOR  ALL  

OKIB MEMBERS 



 

Madeline Lake Range
 (also known as Glenemma Range) 

NOTICE of UXO Survey Work
2018 Spring work started  May 16 and will continue 

until mid July  at Madeline Lake Range,
Notra Inc. will be on site conducting data collection for 

the Department of National Defense and  Okanagan Indian Band

If you have any questions please call Don Louis UXO Liason at 250-542-3444



8,333 Sheets of Paper One Tree

What we can do to help reduce our consumption

That's 22 Trees a Year!

Plus you will have instant access
instead of waiting for the mail

By being added to the email list and
viewing the Senk'lip digitally, we can
save hundreds of trees

Please contact Ryan Oliverius at 250-542-4328 or by email at
communications@okanagan.org to be placed on the email list.

Thank you!

15,300 Sheets of Paper per month
and 183,600 Sheets of Paper per Year 

SENK’LIP NEWS



WEST KELOWNA 
TRANSMISSION PROJECT

OPEN HOUSE
JUNE 7, 2018  BLUE BIRD BUILDING DROP IN 4:00PM -7:00 PM. 

The WKTP Skills & Vendor Database is 
the online resource hub for connecting ONA 
community members and businesses with 
opportunities for training, employment and 
contracting. 

Learn about the West Kelowna Transmission Project and the early work 
being done to assess potential impacts on our territory.  
● Register your interest in education, training, employment and business

opportunities as part of the project.

● Talk to BC Hydro representatives about the process and requirements for
businesses to bid on contract opportunities with BC Hydro.

J O I N  U S  T O  C R E A T E  Y O U R  P R O F I L E

● $50 Tim Horton’s Gift Card*
● $50 Canadian Tire Gift Card*
● Samsung Tablet*
● Apple iPad**

*Draw made June 7. **Draw made once 300 profiles created.

Take 5 minutes to 
create your 

profile and you 
could win!

Your profile builds your online resume, 
connecting you to training and job opportunities.

Need help? Computer stations and staff will be there to guide you. You can even bring
along your existing resume and any tickets so we can help get you up and running!

Refreshments provided.

s y i l x w k . c a
Brought to you by Powered by



Over the past several years, the Okanagan Nation 
Alliance has been working with BC Hydro to develop 
a new engagement model to ensure that community 
interests and impacts are being addressed when BC 
Hydro develops plans for projects within Syilx territo-
ry. 

Under the new engagement model called the “Endur-
ing Relationship”, signed in 2011, the ONA has agreed 
to work together with BC Hydro from the very earliest 
stages of projects contemplated through our lands.

The West Kelowna Transmission Project  (WKTP), 
the first project to be conducted using the Enduring 
Relationship model,  is a BC Hydro project which will 
strengthen the existing power line and provide a sec-
ond source of power to the Westbank/Peachland area 
so that during a forest fire or other event there is an 
alternate power source available.   

Over the past several months, a Project Review Com-
mittee comprised of technical representatives from 
Upper Nicola Band, Okanagan Indian Band, Westbank 
First Nation and the Okanagan Nation Alliance have 
been working with BC Hydro to conduct preliminary 
environmental, archaeology, socio-economic and 
traditional use studies on a leading alternative study 
corridor that extends from the Westbank to Nicola 
substations.

The project is still in its early investigative stages and 
there is a lot of work to be done before the project can 
be approved.  The earliest in service date is late 2020.  
Public information about the West Kelowna Transmis-
sion Project is available at  https://www.bchydro.com/
energy-in-bc/projects/wktp.html

For more information about the involvement of our 
community in the project, please contact Colleen 
Marchand, Director Territorial Stewardship: (250) 542-

7132 email: colleen.marchand@okanagan.org or plan 
to attend the WKTP Open House on June 7th, 2018 
at Blue Bird Building, 4:00pm to 7:00pm.  

Employment, Training and Business Opportunities 

One of the priorities identified early on was that op-
portunities be made available for our communities 
and community members for employment, training, 
contracting and other business before, during and after 
the WKTP and that a process be established early on 
so that members had time to prepare and be ready for 
opportunities as they became available.

As a pilot project, BC Hydro has provided funding to 
support the creation of a database specifically for the 
West Kelowna Transmission Project so that Members 
can:
• Register their interest in education, training, busi-

ness, employment and/or contracting opportunities 

The West Kelowna Transmission Line Project
-Submitted by: Colleen Marchand Director, TSD



The cost to produce the Senk’lip News in this format is equivalent, or 
less than the cost to produce the newsprint version. 

Emotional Support
When dealing with emotional reactions, it can be 
helpful to talk to someone you feel comfortable with.

Are you a former residential school student? Is a fami-
ly member a former residential school student? If so, 
counselling, emotional support and cultural support 
are available to you and your family members.

Support is provided through counselling, cultural sup-
ports such as Elders or Aboriginal community workers 
who will listen, talk and provide support.

If you are not sure what kind of support you need, or 
to get more information about health supports call:

24-hour crisis line
1-866-925-4419

Some Self-Care Strategies

Here are some suggestions for self care:

• Be kind to yourself
• Take walks and exercise
• Get out on the land
• Smudge, pray, sing
• Sew, drum, dance
• Spend time with family and friends
• Laugh, cry, talk
• Meditate, sleep, get plenty of rest
• Seek spiritual or religious support
• Eat healthy foods
• Ask for help
• Seek counselling

that become available as part of the WKTP project
• Provide information that will guide discussions 

about our community capacity and how best to 
develop and utilize our labour resources  

• Receive direct notification about education, train-
ing, business and contracting opportunities from 
BC Hydro and contractors via computer or smart-
phone

• Update their own information and control who 
receives it.

The database will be launched at the WKTP Open 
House scheduled for June 7th, 2018 at Blue Bird 
Building 4pm-7pm. For more information about the 
database, please contact  Evelyn Lube, ONA PRC 
Coordinator at elube@shaw.ca.

Interested in Contracting Opportunities with BC Hy-
dro?
BC Hydro representatives will be available at the 
Open House to answer questions about the BC Hydro 
contracting/bidding process and requirements.

The Okanagan Elders
The elders have many fund raising activities going on 
throughout the year.

If you have any donations for Loonie Auctions, Bingo’s 
or for their 50/50. Please contact Peggy Brewer at 250-
542-2745. 
All donations are very much appreciated by our elders. 
Please do not hesitate to give generously.

Elders Bingo 
Last Sunday of every month

Early Birds - 12:00pm
Bingo - 1:00pm


