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School Feasibility Study is underway 
Take the survey today to provide your input on the new school

The Okanagan Indian Band is conducting a school 
feasibility study over the next few months and 
we are be seeking your input. 

The final report will be finished in March, and prior 
to that we will be hosting a total of five Community 
Engagement sessions. Please complete the online 
survey to provide your input. 
OKIB is working towards building a new school for 
two reasons. Firstly, our current Cultural Immersion 
School, nkm̓əplqs iʔ snmaḿýʔtn iʔ kl̓ sqilʷtət is 
operating in a 1950's era building with no possibility 
to expand and is limited to the 
enrollment of 45 students. 
Secondly, approximately 80%, 
or 173 of OKIB students are 
transported off-reserve to 
surrounding district and private 
schools and endure an average of 
315 hours of bus transportation in 
a 120 day school year. 
The Feasibility Study process 
involves conducting a survey and 
collecting historical, current and 
projected population data to guide 
decision making. Data collected 
will be compiled into the documentation necessary 
for Indigenous Services Canada’s approval process. 
Planning is underway for five Community Engagement 
Sessions that will be structured to answer specific 
questions, and have open discussion on the vision 
for a new school. The size, location and amenities 
available of a new school will be connected to the 
level of community engagement; more support 
reflected in the data will result in more square 
footage, the ability to accommodate more students 
and an increased level of amenities. 

New School Feasibility Study Process
Data related to the proposed size, area that the school 
will serve and site options will be collected through 
community engagement sessions and surveys. 
Meeting #1 Introduction to Project: What is the 
process and how long will it take? What information 
is needed from community at this time? What grades 
will be provided?
Meeting # 2 Service Area: What funding options are 
available? What area will the school serve? What 

could a possible partnership look like?
Meeting # 3 Site Options: Where will the school be 
built and how will it be orientated? 
Meeting # 4 Data Presentation: What are the findings 
of the data gathered so far? 
Meeting # 5 Wrap-Up & Status Update: How does the 
ISC approval process work? What are the next steps?

Continued on page 2
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FFeeaassiibbiilliittyy  SSttuuddyy::  

>>  Data collection + Community Engage-
ment 

>>  Focus on site, size and service area 

>>  Approval by ISC obtained 

AApppprrooxx..  66  MMoonntthhss    

        DDeessiiggnn  PPrroocceessss::  
           >>  Community  
                   Engagement 
                   >>  Size, location + 
                    grade configuration             
  chosen 
             >>  Design is made based                          
           on community input 
       AApppprrooxx..  88  mmoonntthhss 

        CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn:: 
           >>  Final site 
                    considerations 
                    >>  Utility hook up 
                   >> Landscaping 
                 >>  Ground-Breaking  
                      Ceremony 
           
       AApppprrooxx..  1166  --  2244  MMoonntthhss 

School Feasibility Study (continued)

The size and amenities of a new school are 
connected to our projected enrolment. Surveys 
that show support of families sending their 
children to our proposed school will have 
measureable impacts later on. Your voice matters!

The following information is sourced from the 
FNESC – FNSA Toolkit for Building, Renovating and 
Expanding BC First Nations Schools.

School Size
The total eligible school size, or Gross Floor Area 
(GFA) includes three components:
• Instructional space allowance – area required 

for classrooms, admin and special purpose 
rooms

• Gymnasium space allowance (calculated 
separately from instructional space)

• Cafeteria space allowance (calculated 
separately from instructional space)

ISC allocates space for school facilities in square 
meters using School Space Accommodation 
Standards (SSAS). The maximum area is assessed 
using enrolment projections. A standard 
additional amount of space is added for each 
special needs student.

Amenities
Some amenities require a minimum enrolment 
level, for example:
• Multi-Purpose Room: 35-60+ Students
• Library/Resource Centre: 61+ students

Gym and cafeteria space is determined by 
enrolment level and what grades are offered, for 
example:

Elementary 

Enrolment Cafeteria 
Allowance (m2)

Gymnasium 
Allowance (m2)

35-60 students 63 225

165-190 students 154 496

295-320 students 245 496

If you’d like to learn more about SSAS you can 
visit ISC’s website: http://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/
eng/1326828445933/1533650275139#tocappe

If you would like some assistance in completing 
a survey please contact Kalli Van Stone, School 
Feasibility Study Coordinator at sfscoordinator@
okanagan.org or call 250-542-3444.

Why should you complete a survey?
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Using current enrolment 
data a new school would 
be built to accommodate 
approximately 50 students.    

Our goal is to have enough community 
input to build a school to accommo-
date approximately 250 students 

We have the opportunity to 
exceed our goal with support 
to have our school accommo-
date more than 250 students 

Take the survey today at: 
https://okib.ca/departments/education/okib-school-feasibility-study

 

School Feasibility Study (continued)
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Gary Bonneau has spent the last 32 years 
supporting our community, our Nation and 
individuals from across BC on their road to 

recovery from addiction, trauma, grief and all the 
associated impacts on families and communities. 

The role in which he played is vast and the 
lives he has affected are too great to count. 
His main role is an Addictions Counsellor, but 
he has also worked with the Okanagan Nation 
Response Team, supporting Nation members who 
experience traumatic events or suicide ideation. 

Prior to joining our team 20 years ago, Gary 
served 12 years with the Round Lake Treatment 
Centre. There are many examples of former clients 
who were able to move forward in their journeys 
and went on to full-time employment, others have 
gone back to either earn their GED or enter post-
secondary programs with successful completion.

Gary is a community connector, helping build 
bridges between community members and also 

Celebrating Gary Bonneau and his 20 years of 
service to OKIB

between non community members and members. 
He can always be counted on to help no matter 
the occasion. He is the first one to offer a ride to 
a stranger and the first one to offer his ear and 
wisdom to a colleague. He is proud of his Sqilxw 
heritage and proud to share it with others. 

Gary has helped many people over the years 
either with living a life of sobriety, celebrating 
a life well lived or in just being there to hold 
space for someone in their hardest moments. His 
dedication to his work and his contribution to his 
community is immeasurable. 

And as further proof of Gary’s indomitable 
community spirit, he has been honoured as 
one of Vernon’s 2020 Multicultural Community 
Champions by the North Okanagan Social Planning 
Council! 

Thank you Gary.  
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OKIB school bus and mini bus now equipped 
with dash cams 

Recently, there have been a number of 
instances where drivers have driven around 
a stopped school bus. This is a dangerous 

activity that causes unnecessary risks to the 
children. It is not permitted under the Motor 
Vehicle Act and in response, the bus and mini bus 
are now equipped with dash cams. 
For the benefit of all drivers as a refresher, and for 
errand drivers as a slap on the wrist, here are the 
rules around stopping behind school buses.  

Stop
When the red lights are flashing 
on the school bus, you must stop, 
whether you are behind the bus 
or approaching it. This allows 
students to leave the bus safely. 
The mini bus is not equipped with 
red flashing lights, but uses hazard 
lights.
When driving on a road without a 
median, drivers from both 
directions must stop. If you are 
following the bus, stop at least 20 
metres away. If approaching from 
the front, stop at a safe distance to 
let children cross the road. Don’t 
move until the lights stop flashing 
and the bus moves forward.
All school buses must stop at all railway crossings, 
so be prepared to stop yourself. The bus does 
not use its flashing red lights for this, so exercise 
caution.

Slow down
There are a number of buses stopping on Westside 
Road. Some spots are quite busy such as Louie’s 
Lane or the Old Mill and the Band Office. Please 
use extreme caution in these areas and around all 
bus stops and schools.

Remember, school buses travel at slower speeds. 
Only pass where permitted or if the driver pulls 
over and signals you by.

Penalties
In BC, the first offence penalty for illegally passing 
school buses is $368, and it increases dramatically 
after that. For drivers who receive a second ticket 
it will be $668, and a third offence will run a 
motorist over $1000 for that third offence alone.
Drivers will continue to receive three penalty 
points on top of the increased fine.

Making a Driving Complaint to Police
You can make a driving complaint to police if you 
see someone driving unsafely around a school 
bus. Try to get the license plate number of the 
offending vehicle.
If the driving behaviour is serious and could 
result in immediate harm to others call 911 and 
make the report immediately. If this is not the 
case, a call to the police non-emergency number 
for the area the incident occurred in as soon as 
reasonably possible is sufficient.
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Waý from the cultural immersion school! We are 
excited to have begun a new school year and to have 
some new students as well as the grade 1 class joining 
us this year. 

We have been busy the past few months getting out on 
the land to learn our traditional ways.

We were fortunate to have Keith Louis from the TSD 
department join us on our field trip to Sovereign Lake 
Nordic Ski to pick huckleberries. 

We are learning how the land provides for us and the 
importance of harvesting/using what the land gives us, 
so that the land will continue to provide. We were also 
shown similar looking berries which were not safe to 
eat, and how to spot the difference. 

Thank you to Keith and to the parents/grandparents 
who joined us on our huckleberry picking trip! We 
enjoyed picking and eating our stxaɬq!

kʷu xʷuy k̓l c̀əc̀wixa! (We went to the creek!)

We have been learning the importance of the water – 
as a life source and for its healing properties. This year 
we have been going to the creek to thank the water 
and do our weekly prayer and smudge. 

We also went to the creek to see the kikinee! Thanks 
again to Keith for teaching us about the kikinee and 
to our elder resources Wilkey Louie and Perry Joe for 
joining us and sharing their knowledge and stories!

n̓kmaplqs iʔ snm̓am̓ay̓aʔtn iʔ k̓l sqilxʷtət 
“The place we go to learn our Indian ways” 
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kʷu xʷuy k̓l kpqmikn. kʷu tixʷm iʔ x̌əx̌ƛ̓mixɬp. (We 
went to Big White. We picked tea.)

On our trip to kpqmikn (Big White). We worked hard to 
gather tea for elders and for ourselves! Mari taught us 
which leaves were best for picking, the proper way to 
pick, and the benefits of drinking indian tea.

kʷu xʷuy k̓l SnPink’tn. (We went to Penticton)

This past October our running club students 
participated in the Moccasin Mile at Outma Sqilxʷ 
Cultural School in Penticton. Our students ran hard and 
had fun! At the closing ceremonies we were honoured 
with a song led by Arnie Baptiste. Arnie also gifted us 
with a special drum - one of the oldest drums in their 
possession – made by former students to attend their 
school when it first opened. Limlimt to Arnie and to 
the Outma Sqilxʷ Cultural School for honouring us with 
this special song and gift.

We are excited to be sharing what we’ve been up to, 
and look forward to keeping the community informed 
on our journey to learning our traditional ways!
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From the Manager, Lorraine Ladan

Head Start Cookie Exchange 
Monday, December 9 at 5:00 pm.

Impress your friends and family with a delicious 
assortment of Christmas cookies!

There is a sign in sheet or you may contact Head 
Start Coordinator, Denise Alexis by Tuesday, 
December 3 if you want to take part in this fun 
event so she can coordinate how many cookies 
everyone needs to bring. Anyone in any of the 
rooms at the centre is welcome to participate. A 
light dinner will be served. 250-545-3800

Everyone is encouraged to wear 
their favourite Christmas sweater!

Visit from Santa - Santa will be 
coming to visit the children at 
Snc’c’amala?tn the morning of Friday, 
December 20. We will take lots of 
pictures. Parents are welcome to 
drop by.

Christmas Hampers - We will be 
collecting non-perishable food items 
in the lobby to contribute to the OKIB 
food hampers. We are grateful for 
any donations.

Season’s Greetings - May this 
Christmas bring lots of cherished 
moments of happiness and love to 
you and your family. From all of the 
staff at Snc’c’amala?tn, warm wishes 
to everyone.

Infant/Toddler Daycare - way’ from 
the infant toddler room!

Happy birthday to Caelum, Kaiyrae, 
Orion and Jasper! 

Congrats Jasper and Orion who are 
turning 3 and will be moving over to 

Head Start in the New Year! 

We have been enjoying our weekly art, playing 
with clay, making Mary a “get well soon!” card and 
exploring stamping paint onto paper! More Christmas 
art to come!

This month we got one snow day! We are looking 
forward to more snow when it comes. That being said, 
parents please bring your children in with winter gear 
because it gets chilly! 

Mary should be back in the New Year and we all miss 
her! We hope everyone enjoys their Christmas and has 
happy holidays! 

Mary, Kelsey, Theresa, and Nancy

 
Daycare/Head Start and Preschool/Kindergarten 

 

  DECEMBER HOLIDAYS 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

Noon closure for 
Preschool and 
Kindergarten 

Parent-Teacher 
interviews 

19  
 

Noon closure for 
Preschool and 
Kindergarten 

Parent-Teacher 
interviews 

 

20 Santa visits     

 

21 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
School closed. 

No Preschool or 
Kindergarten 

 
 

24 
School closed. 

No Preschool or 
Kindergarten 

 
Daycare and all 

of OKIB  
close at noon 

 
 

25 
All programs 

closed 

 
CHRISTMAS 

26 
All programs 

closed 

 

27 
All programs 

closed 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 

All programs 
closed 

 
 

31 
 

All programs 
closed 

 

    

JANUARY HOLIDAYS 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

1 
All programs 

closed 

 
New Year’s 

2 
School closed 

 
Daycare and 
Head Start 

reopen 
 

3 
School closed 

 
Daycare and 

Head Start open 

4 
 

5 6 
School reopens 

 
 

7 
 

8 9 10 11 
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PS: Kelsey is the Acting Room Supervisor until 
January when Mary returns from her leave, so 
please speak to her if you need anything.

Head Start / 3 to 5-Year-Old Daycare

Way’ - Hello Head Start families!

Okanagan College has invited our Head 
Start class to Okanagan College for the Early 
Childhood Educator students to put their 
skills to work. We will be attending the 
college on four Wednesdays in a row starting 
November 20 and ending with a thank 
you party December 11. We will get to the 
college around 9:45 am and be returning to 
Snc’c’amala?tn at 11:00 am to get back for 
lunch. 

We would like to wish all families a safe and happy 
holiday season. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Denise, Jessica, Annabelle and Our Tupa (Virginia)

Preschool

Way! From the Speplina Room

Happy Birthday to: 

•	 Marshall – Dec 3

•	 Wylie – Dec 9

•	 Boe – Dec 14

In November the children made poppies for the 
Remembrance Day Ceremony at Head of the Lake Hall. 
They cut out the poppies and glued coloured sand for 
the centre.

The children had fun at their teddy bear picnic. They 
wore their pajamas and brought their favorite teddy 
bear. 

December we will be busy making Christmas 
decorations for out Christmas tree. 

reading sheets by reading a total of 30 books so far 
this year. Way to go! Happy Birthday to Maiya who will 
celebrate her birthday in December. 

Mrs. Alexis and Trish

Jordyn has taken a job at another centre, Autumn 
Marchand is the new Assistant. Welcome aboard! 
Also Karen has taken the NONA Supported Child Care 
position. Looking forward to a great year. 

Karla, Autumn and Karen

Kindergarten

Wi from the Pqel’qin room. 

Reminder to parents to send warm coats, boots, 
hats and mittens or gloves every day.  Our class goes 
outside two times each day. Don’t forget to put 
their names on gloves/mittens and snow pants. Our 
class will be having a Polar Express/ Pajama Day on 
December 17 and a class Christmas party on December 
20.

Congratulations to Aiden, Mack, Lena, Mackenzie, 
Emma and Payton who completed their first home 
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One of Chief and Council’s main priorities is 
to ensure that OKIB delivers high quality 
programs and services for OKIB members. 

In order to do this, OKIB needs to generate 
income from a variety of sources including 
a combination of grant funding and own-
source revenue generated through economic 
development activities.  

Earlier this year Council initiated a Governance 
and Fiscal Agreement (GFA) between the newly 
established OKIB Group of Companies and OKIB 
that spells out the responsibilities of each party 
and how the funds generated by OKIBGC will be 
dispersed for the community’s long-term benefit.

The GFA also mandated implementing an 
Economic Development Committee (Committee) 
to oversee the development and implementation 
of a five year OKIB Economic 
Development Plan.  

The Committee consists of several OKIB 
Directors, two members of Council, two 
OKIBGC staff and a member from the 
OKIB Holdings board. The Committee’s 
role is to ensure that economic 
development for OKIB are well aligned 
with the community’s values and 
interests. 

A community survey will be held in 
December to learn more about the 
community’s values and interests 

related to economic and business development. 
This feedback will be used to develop criteria for 
assessing potential business opportunities and 
ensuring there are standard operating procedures 
in place for communicating and creating these 
new economic opportunities. 

It is very important that we hear from as many 
Band Members as possible to understand the 
community’s perspectives related to the types of 
opportunities that should be pursued and identify 
any sectors areas to avoid.   

Please watch OKIB’s social media feeds and your 
email inbox for a link to the community economic 
development survey. 

Your input is essential! Thank you in advance 
for your participation. 

Community Economic Development Plan 
update

Economic Development

Okanagan Indian 
Band Economic 
Development Strategy
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Application Period opens Fall 2019

High school, university/college, and ECE 
students, language speakers, and community 
members are encouraged to apply. 

More information on admission requirements: 
nitep.educ.ubc.ca/admissions/requirements/

Want to increase the number of Indigenous 
educators in your community? 

Interested in becoming a community partner? 
Contact us to discuss how we can meet your 
community needs.

nitep.educ.ubc.ca

Info sessions will take place in the 
Okanagan in Fall 2019. 
Contact us for details or if you would like to host 
a session in your area.

Make change in Indigenous education

Indigenous 
Teacher 
Education 
Program

Complete a Bachelor of Education Degree 
through the UBC Indigenous Teacher 
Education Program.  
Join the growing number of Indigenous 
leaders in education who are transforming 
schools, organizations, and communities 
through Indigenous ways of knowing.

Become an Indigenous Educator

More info:
nitep.educ@ubc.ca or 604.822.5240

NITEP is exploring the opportunity of opening a field centre 
in the Okanagan in September 2020!
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OKIB participates in annual BC Cabinet and 
First Nations Leaders Gathering
By Victor Rumbolt

On November 4th to 6th the Okanagan Indian 
Band participated in the annual BC Cabinet 
and First Nations Leaders’ Gathering at 

the convention center in Vancouver, BC. Chief 
Byron Louis, Councilors Val Chiba and Allan Louis 
along with youth representative Justen Peters 
and Executive Director Victor Rumbolt met with 
many Ministries to discuss priority matters for the 
Okanagan Indian Band. 

One of the highlights included a meeting with 

Minister of Education Honorable Rob Fleming. 
At the meeting the province confirmed their 
willingness to work with the Okanagan Indian 
Band on our new school feasibility study to 
explore the potential of a provincial and federal 
partnership to fund a new school located near 
Komasket Park at Okanagan IR#1. 

Another highlight included a meeting with 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing, 
Honorable Selina Robinson. At the meeting we 
discussed the Okanagan Indian Band’s cultural 
arbor infrastructure project. Minister Robinson 
indicated the funding application was well 
received by the ministry and told us that formal 
funding announcements for successful applicants 
would be taking place in the near future.

Throughout the gathering, the Okanagan Indian 
Band met with 
nine ministries 
on topics such as 
OKIB’s Colonial 
Specific Claim and 
the inclusion of 
‘Crown lands’ in a 
final settlement, 
keeping 
indigenous 
children in care 
on reserve, 
an indigenous 
credit project to 
allow indigenous 
people on reserve 
to build credit – 
something people 
off reserve take 
for granted  – 
cannabis, proper 

road access to Swan Lake IR4 and mountain 
caribou recovery to name a few.

The summit was well attended with over 
1000 representatives from Nations and Bands 
throughout the province of BC.

Okanagan Band representatives had a chance to meet and share a few words with 
Premier John Horgan. Left to right, Councilor Allan Louis, Chief Byron Louis, Premier 
John Horgan, OKIB youth representative Justen Peters. 
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Introducing Justen 
Peters, OKIB's youth 
representative

Some of the participants of the meeting 
including (left to right) OKIB Executive 
Director Victor Rumbolt, West Kelowna 
(Westside Road) MLA Ben Stewart, 
Indigenous Services Canada’s Manager 
of Capital Programs Heather Leoung, 
OKIB youth representative Justen Peters, 
Councilor Val Chiba, Chief Byron Louis, 
Minister Rob Fleming, Assistant Deputy 
Minister Jennifer McCrea, Deputy Minister 
Scott MacDonald and Senior/Support Staff 
Kaleb Childs. 

OKIB’s Justen Peters has been named the 
Assembly of First Nations Youth Council Male 
Representative from BC. 

“I found out about the program through a 
conference I attended,” said Justen. “I’ve always 
wanted to help make changes for people.

“I’m interested in engaging First Nations youth in 
politics, economic development opportunities, 
mental health issues, and forming healthy 
relationships.” 

It’s an important position that will allow Justen to 
work on issues that affect First Nations youth in 
Canada.

"Last year I worked as an intern for the Province 
of BC in Victoria for the Ministry of Jobs, Trade 
and Technology and the Ministry of Indigenous 
Relations and Reconciliation,” he said.

While working for the Province, Justen became 
familiar with the provincial and national 
organizations across the country that are working 
to improve relationships with Indigenous peoples. 

“I was surprised at the number of First Nations 
that are pro-pipeline and are working to get 
ready for construction,” Justen said. “In fact, 
the resources sector is very involved with First 
Nations. They have learned that First Nations must 
be engaged in decisions that affect our future and 
our lands.” 

(continued on page 14)
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Justen Peters, OKIB 
youth representative  
(continued from page 13)

Justen has been involved in First Nations issues 
since he was 14, when he was involved in 
youth initiatives around entrepreneurship. He 
considers himself to be a data entrepreneur, 
who is constantly on the lookout for 
opportunities to help build programs that affect 
youth.

“I want to get the word out to youth that it 
is important to learn the basics of personal 
finances: building assets, understanding 
commodities, and finding value in what you 
already have,” Justen said. “In order to build 
wealth we have to be spiritually healthy, so I 
see spirituality as an asset. If I’m not balanced 
and honouring my higher power and other 
people, then I’m not at my most effective.”

Justen has a list of goals he would like to see 
accomplished during his tenure. 

“I would like to create a plan that can be easily 
implemented that prepares young people 
for the future,” Justen said. “Something that 
increases amount of young people’s financial 
literacy to prepare them for life. I think just 
a little bit of training could give people the 
confidence to act on economic opportunities. I 
would love to see an increase in mental health 
cultural resilience and individual competency-
building.”

He has also watched with interest as the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People was introduced and passing 
unanimously. 

“I think the UNDRIP is a good start and it 
is now up to individual countries to ratify 
the declaration and make it have meaning 
for their people,” said Justen. “Pushback is 
understandable, but it’s a good foundation with 
some shortcomings. Interpretation is key.”

OKIB continues to receive a large number of 
requests to incorporate syilx okanagan values into 
programming. 
The Community Services Department is creating 
an inventory list of community members who have 
skills (i.e. dancing, drumming/singing, crafting, 
harvesting, storytelling, creative writing, cooking, 
and more) and are willing to teach and share with 
indigenous and non-indigenous peoples. 
We are seeking individuals and groups who 
can assist in delivering these requests to 
the community, School District 22, external 
organizations, and the broader syilx Okanagan 
Nation.

If you are interested in being added to the list, 
please contact the Language and Culture Lead for 
details at lclead@okanagan.org or call  
250-984-8076 ext 7010. 
We appreciate your help!  kʷu kʷukʷstp

Inventory list of cultural skills 
being established
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OKIB Councillors participate in Cando forum

In late October, OKIB Councillors Sheldon Pierre 
Louis and Ryan Oliverius along with City of 
Vernon manager of economic development 

and tourism Kevin Poole attended the Cando 
conference in Gatineau QC. 

Along with five other inspirational Indigenous 
youth, Ryan spoke on the 15th Annual National 
Youth Panel as part of the Conference. 

Ryan shared eloquently from the heart about 
his journey and was very well received by the 
high-school students invited to attend the panel 
and by the conference delegates. Ryan also 
spoke as part of a strategic Community Economic 
Development Initiative (CEDI) luncheon. 

Even with travel delays and little sleep, Sheldon 
and Kevin were fully present and the CEDI 
Panel and spoke about our shared journey in 
relationship development, partnership structure 
and joint CED initiatives. 

Delegates said that the comments resonated 
with Kevin and Sheldon’s openness about 
the challenges of First Nation/municipal 
relationships, but also how the partnership has 
worked and continues to work towards stronger 
partnerships. 

Sheldon and Ryan also spoke as part of the CEDI 
luncheon.

In addition, each year at the Conference there 
is a short CEDI video created; this year, it will 
highlight OKIB/City of Vernon and we will be 
sure to share it once it is available. 

Thanks to Sheldon and Ryan for representing 
and making us #OKIBproud. 
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What is the Indian Land Registry System?

The Indian Land Registry System (ILRS) is a 
database of instruments registered in the ILRS 
relating to Reserve Lands and Crown Lands.  ILRS 
allows all users to perform inquiries and generate 
reports on data in the system. 

Information that is maintained in the ILRS is 
to record transactions and uses of reserve and 
surrendered lands to allow First Nations and 
Indigenous Services Canada to track transactions, 
also to provide a history of transactions to protect 
the legal rights of individuals who have, or may 
acquire, and interest in reserve lands.  Examples 
of information:  leases, permits, allotments, 
transactions, sales, certificates of tile, etc.

Where do I find information on OKIB Reserve and 
Individual Land Parcels?

You may find information on parcel identification, 
types of instruments (leases, permits, certificate 
of possession, and Order in Councils) by viewing 
the Parcel Abstract Reports (PAR), which is a 
summary in sequence of the documentation, facts 
and events evidencing or affecting the nature of a 
person’s title or interest in a given tract of land.  

How do I access the Indian Land Registry System?

The Parcel Abstract Report in the ILRS is public 
information, however accessing the actual 
documents must be requested to Indigenous 
Services Canada – 1-800-567-9604.  Any person 
may conduct title searches in the ILRS by accessing 
the Public Site.  

Accessing the  
Indian Land Registry System

Figure 1 - Step One: Entering the ILRS System

Launch the site to access:  http://services.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/ilrs_public/
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Remember: All UXO’s are very dangerous 

If you have any Questions Call 
Don Louis, UXO Liaison at 250-542-3444 

Safety First: UXO legacy sites can never be declared completely hazard-free.  

Caution is always required when entering a UXO legacy site.  

Bobby Louis of Vernon, British Columbia, receives his UXO Technician I certificate plaque 
from UT program Director Barry Neal (far left) and RELYANT Global instructors Ken Miller 
and Kevin Mickna  

Kaylan Lawrence of Vernon, British Columbia, receives his UXO Technician I certificate 
plaque from UT program Director Barry Neal (far left) and RELYANT Global instructors Ken 
Miller and Kevin Mickna  

UXO Tech 1 Grads: 
In June 2019 , a call for candidates to attend the UXO Tech 1 certification course was issued. There 
were two candidates that met the pre-qualifications set by the University of Tennessee and attend 
the course. On Nov 8th, 2019 both candidates completed the course.  
OKIB would like to congratulate our latest UXO Graduates Bobby Louis and Kaylan Lawrence.  
Our two students that have recently return from a 7 week course at University of Tennessee. Where 
they completed  the UXO Technician 1 certification course 
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About 250 people 
attended the November 
11  Remembrance 

Day celebration at the OKIB 
cenotaph next to the Band 
Office.

It was a beautiful observance 
on a crisp morning in that 
particular light that seems to 
shine only on the Westside. 

And what made it all the more 
special was honouring the 
memories of long gone soldiers 
by their progeny, who walk in 
their places now. 

We can only hope for such 
a tribute for ourselves: to 
be remembered and not forgotten. This, 
perhaps, is the ultimate tribute, and a fitting 
one for our soldiers.

OKIB's Remembrance Day celebration is an 
emotional event
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Welcome to new OKIB staff
OKIB management and staff wishes to extend a warm welcome to the new staff members who have 
joined the organization over the last month:
• Magdalene Alexis – Receptionist/Administrative Assistant 
• Karen Herriot-Chung – Supported Child Development Worker
• Joash Alexis – Executive Assistant
• Nancy Hare - Receptionist/Administrative Assistant.
Congratulations and welcome to the organization. 
Check out the current job opportunities with OKIB at www.okib.ca.

December 2019
Council Meeting, Council Chambers 
December 2, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Membership Forum, Holiday Park Resort 
December 9, 5 to 9 p.m.
Council Meeting, Council Chambers  
December 16, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
January 2020
Council Meeting, Council Chambers 
January 6, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Council Meeting/Membership Forum 
HOL Hall, January 13, 5 to 9 p.m.
Council Meeting, Council Chambers  
January 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Council/Committee Meeting, Council Chambers  
January 27, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Band Council Meeting schedule

It’s time to bring in your garden hose. If left 
outside, the water trapped in the hose can 
expand and cause holes and cracks. Furthermore, 
if the garden hose is connected to a water line, 
it can cause damage to the water pressure and 
water lines throughout your home. For further 
information, please contact the PWH Department 
at 250-542-3444.

A friendly reminder as cooler 
temperatures approach

Band Office holiday hours
The Band Office will be closed over the 
holiday on the following days:
• Afternoon of Tuesday, December 24, 

2019 
• Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 

25, 2019
• Boxing Day, Thursday, December 26, 

2019
• Friday, December 27, 2019 
• Monday, December 30, 2019 
• Tuesday, December 31, 2019
• New Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1, 

2020.



Senk’lip 20

OCT 31, 2019 - MAR 31, 2020
PESP PILOT BUS PROGRAM 
Social Development and Training –PESP  
Come meet Edgar, our bus driver, who will assist getting you into town 
from Monday to Friday, with early morning rides to drop you off at your 
designated destination and late afternoon rides to get you back home 
safely.  

 Pilot Bus Program – October 31, 2019 - March 31, 2020
 Must be 19+ years to participate in PESP Bus Program
 Must Adhere to PESP Bus Etiquette and Code of Conduct
 Come on into the office and talk to Cathy, Roshanne or Jen for

more information.

Designated Destinations: 

 Community Futures
 Okanagan College – Vernon Campus
 Bus Route  WMC-OC

PREPARATION FOR 
INTERVIEWS 

JOB SEARCH 

JOB INTERVIEWS

OKANAGAN 
COLLEGE-VERNON 

CAMPUS 

MORNING DROP OFF 
 AFTERNOON PICK 

UPS 

OKANAGAN INDIAN 
BAND 

76 Head of the Lake Road 
(Downstairs) 

Vernon BC V1H 2A2 
250-558-3706 EXT 3001

https://okib.ca/

SPONSORED: 

Pre-Employment Support 
Program 

PESP Pilot Bus Program
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FIRST NATIONS HEALTH BENEFITS

Mental Health

FNHB has three mental health programs:

Mental Wellness and Counselling (MWC)
Mental Wellness and Counselling is designed to support clients who are in need of professional assistance 
to resolve emotional distress and enjoy greater wellness.
      •  20 hours available every 12 months

Indian Residential School Resolution Health Support Program (IRS RHSP)
Counselling to address mental distress and intergenerational trauma resulting from the legacy of the 
residential school system in Canada. Services are available for former students, and family members 
of former students, who attended a residential school listed in the 2006 Indian Residential Schools  
Settlement Agreement.
      •  20 hours available every 12 months

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls Health Support Services (MMIWG HSS)
Counselling to address mental distress and trauma resulting from missing and murdered Indigenous 
women and girls in Canada. Services are available for survivors, family members and others affected.
      •  20 hours available every 12 months

Counselling services are available through telehealth for all three programs for clients who are not able to 
attend an in-person appointment. All services require prior approval from Health Benefits.
For a full description of the mental health benefit, visit www.fnha.ca/benefits/mental-health

Who can provide mental health benefits?
Counselling is provided by psychologists, social workers and clinical counsellors who are registered with
Health Benefits and who have received training in cultural safety and humility. A list of registered mental 
health providers can be found at www.fnha.ca/benefits/mental-health or by calling Health Benefits at 
1.855.550.5454.

Exclusions
Examples of services that are not covered include:
    •  Counselling delivered by a provider not registered with Health Benefits
    •   Counselling for a third party (e.g., children’s assessment for learning disabilities, employment  

assessment, child custody)
    •  Counselling funded by another program or agency (e.g., counselling provided to incarcerated clients)
    •  Telehealth through instant messaging or email

First Nations Health Benefits (Health Benefits) provides access to counselling services from qualified  
mental health providers. Counselling is a tool for individuals experiencing a difficult situation to  
resolve their emotional distress and enjoy greater wellness.
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The Okanagan Nation Alliance is proud to 
announce our new book, qʷʕay snkl̓ip Blue 
Coyote by Billie Kruger, which was launched 

at the Okanagan Nation Wellness Gathering on 
November 20, 2019. 

Billie is an Okanagan Nation interdisciplinary artist 
from the Okanagan Indian Band. She studied at 
the En’owkin Center and Paul Creek Language 
Association and is 
a beginner speaker 
of the nsyilxcәn 
language. Billie has 
created many works: 
sewing, beading, 
and traditional art 
practice. She has a 
strong connection 
to the land and her 
ancestors to which 
she attributes her 
success as an artist. 

The book is a 
contemporary Syilx 
captikwł about 
snkl̓ip, a gorgeous 
being created 
by k̫̓ əlncutn to 
rid the world of 
nʔaɬnaʔsqilxʷtn in 
preparation for the 
sqilxw that would 
come. snkl̓ip was 
made to be courageous, strong, and intelligent 
and was gifted with special powers to aid him 
in transforming the nʔaɬnaʔsqilxʷtn. snkl̓ip 
was confident in his abilities to carry out this 
important job, sometimes a little too confident. 

Eventually, after battling countless nʔaɬnaʔsqilxʷtn 
so bravely, the burden of the enormous 
responsibility began to wear on snkl̓ip. He became 

qʷʕay snk̓lip Blue Coyote book launched

exhausted and his anxiety grew with each battle. 
snkl̓ip fell into a deep depression and was filled 
with shame, hate and anger towards himself. Even 
the support of his friends and family could not 
help him, only snkl̓ip could help himself. 

Through ceremony, connecting to the land, and 
sharing his story could snkl̓ip begin to heal and 
reclaim his power.

The Okanagan 
Nation Alliance 
is committed to 
ensuring that 
our captikwł, our 
nsyilxcən language, 
and our Syilx 
teachings continue 
to shape our path 
forward. 

This book was 
created as a 
resource in hopes 
that it will create a 
greater awareness 
of mental health 
issues while 
providing an 
opportunity for 
greater mindfulness 
of the importance 
cultural identity and 
community play in 

the well-being of First Nations. 

A growing body of research shines a light on how 
such connections to community and land cannot 
only prevent, but also restore physical, mental and 
spiritual well-being of our people. These cultural 
practices of connecting to our land have always 
been an intrinsic part of Syilx life.
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Important Dates for December 
December 4 - Diabetes support group.
December 5 - Drumming.
December 8 - Elder's Group Annual Christmas Bingo & Bake Sale. Start time 12:30.
December 16 - OKIB Group of Companies Community Christmas Dinner.
December 17 - Day Program Christmas Party.
December 23 - Mobile Wellness Clinic. 
 

The Okanagan Elders
The elders have many fund raising activities going 
on throughout the year.

If you have any donations for Loonie Auctions, 
Bingos or for their 50/50. Please contact  
Bonnie Lawrence at 250-542-1243. 

All donations are very much appreciated by our 
elders. Please do not hesitate to give generously.

Elders Bingo 
Last Sunday of every month.

Early Birds - 12:30 p.m. 
Bingo - 1 p.m.

Agreement # 40015968


