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OKIB CULTURE AND 
HERITAGE POLICY PROJECT 
INFORMATION SHEET

WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
The Okanagan Indian Band (OKIB) Territorial Stewardship Department is starting a new project to develop 
a Culture and Heritage Policy. The Culture and Heritage Policy will provide guidance to members on how 
to respond to and manage archaeological and heritage finds on OKIB lands. It will also provide direction to 
the City of Vernon and others who want to develop or build on territorial lands about what to do when they 
come across heritage artefacts and sites. 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?
Right now, we do not have clear guidance in place 
for managing and responding to archaeological 
and heritage finds on OKIB or territorial lands. At 
the same time, there is lots of development and 
construction happening both on and off reserve, 
and we know from past experience that lack of 
guidance can result in damage to important sites 
and resources. To protect our sacred sites and 
artefacts, we need to provide clear and consistent 
policy direction to those operating within our 
territory.

WHAT WILL THE CULTURE AND HERITAGE 
POLICY COVER? 
The OKIB Culture and Heritage Policy will:

 ⸙ Include detailed information about OKIB’s 
cultural heritage resources;

 ⸙ Clarify OKIB’s goals with respect to the 
protection, promotion, and revitalisation of OKIB 
cultural heritage resources; and

 ⸙ Outline clear policies and procedures for 
the protection, promotion, and revitalization 
of different types of OKIB cultural heritage 
resources.
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HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED? 
Please stay tuned as we will be getting 
the survey out to the community in 
January! In the meantime, if you have 
any questions, thoughts, or concerns, 
please reach out to: 

Colleen Marchand 
Director, Okanagan Indian Band 
Territorial Stewardship Division 

Colleen.Marchand@okanagan.org  
250-306-9796

WHAT IS THE TIMELINE FOR THE PROJECT? 

JANUARY 2021
In January, we will kick off Phase 2, which 
will include a community survey designed 
to help us gather input from community 
members about what is important to 
consider in the Policy. We will also be 
sharing the results of the survey back to 
community members and providing an 
update on how community input will be 
used to support Policy development. 

NOW
The project is getting underway now and 
will take approximately four months to 
complete. We are currently in Phase 1 
of the project, which involves gathering 
background information and talking to 
OKIB staff about key issues and priorities. 

FEBRUARY 2021
Phase 3 will involve drafting the Policy, 
which we plan to get started on by 
February. At the latest, we expect to have 
the draft Policy finalized by the end of 
March 2021. 

MARCH 2021
Estimated project 
completion. 


