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ÅSchools continue to be considered low-risk settings for COVID-19 
transmission, particularly in the context of a highly immunized 
population.  

ÅVaccines are the most effective way to reduce the risk of COVID-
19 in schools. Everyone eligible is strongly encouraged to be fully 
vaccinated (i.e., receive 2 doses) against COVID-19. School 
exposures are more likely in communities with lower vaccination 
uptake/greater community risk. 

ÅSchool-aged children have been negatively impacted by the 
pandemic, including worsened wellbeing, more child stress, less 
connection with friends, less engagement in extracurricular 
activities and learning impacts. 

ÅBCCDC worked in close collaboration with K-12 partners to 
update guidance for this new context 

 

Context 



COVID and Children in BC 

Delta was predominant 
early-mid July (blue) 



COVID and Children in BC 

Delta was predominant 
early-mid July (blue) 



Vaccination Coverage 

12-17 coverage 
Increasing, but 
differ by geography 



Guidance and Guidelines 

BCCDC K-12 Guidance 
Ministry of Education 

Guidelines for K-12 Settings 

Attachment 3 - Provincial COVID-19 Health 
Safety Guidelines for K-12 Settings 

Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf (bccdc.ca) 
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BCCDC K-12 Guidance  
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Supportive School Environments 

ÅSchools are encouraged to support student 
personal practices using positive and inclusive 
approaches. 

ÅSchools should avoid punitive measures or 
enforcement activities that exclude students 
from fully participating in school or that could 
result in stigma 
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Public Health Measures: Vaccines 

ÅKey measure to reduce risk ς emphasized 
as central to protective measures 

ÅStrong recommendation for everyone 
eligible to be vaccinated 

ÅWorking with vaccine leadership, 
regional health authorities, and K-12 
sector to promote vaccination and 
ensure accessibility 
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Public Health Measures: Case Management 

ÅPublic health continues to facilitate case and 
contact management 

ÅWhen a potential exposure at a school is 
identified, public health will work with the 
school to understand who may have been 
exposed and determine what actions should 
be taken, including identifying if other 
students or staff have been exposed. 

ÅPublic health considers vaccination status 
when investigating school exposures 
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Public Health Measures: Regional Measures 

ÅEnhanced regional measures may be introduced 
by local MHO based on community risk 

ÅThese may relate to an individual school, a 
grouping of schools, a school district, for all 
schools within a health authority region 

ÅEx. Regional measures in Interior Health 
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Environmental Measures: Ventilation 

ÅVentilation and Air Exchange 

ÅEnsure that heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) systems are designed, operated, and maintained 
as per standards and specifications for ongoing comfort 
for workers 

Å to enhance school ventilation, schools should consider: 

Å moving activities outdoors when possible (for example, lunch, 
classes, physical activity) and consider  

Å moving classrooms outside when space and weather permit 

Å increasing air exchanges by adjusting the HVAC system 

Å managing air distribution through building automation control 
systems 

Å where possible, opening windows if weather permits and HVAC 
system function will not be negatively impacted 

ÅMinistry of Education investing in ventilation 
improvements and conducting comprehensive 
evaluations of ventilation across the system 

 


