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Context

A Schools continue to be considered loisk settings for COVIID0
transmission, particularly in the context of a highly immunized
population.

A Vaccines are the most effective way to reduce the risk of COVID
19 in schools. Everyone eligible is strongly encouraged to be fully
vaccinated (i.e., receive 2 doses) against CQ9IZchool
exposures are more likely in communities with lower vaccination
uptake/greater community risk.

A Schoolaged children have been negatively impacted by the
pandemic, including worsened wellbeing, more child stress, less
connection with friends, less engagement in extracurricular
activities and learning impacts.

A BCCDC worked in close collaboration with24partners to
update guidance for this new context
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COVID and Children in BC

COVID-19 case rate
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COVID and Children in BC

COVID-19
hospitalization rate
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Vaccination Coverage

One dose M Two doses
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Guidance and Guidelines

Ministry of Education

BCCDC-K2 Guidance Guidelines for K12 Settings

Coronavirus COVID-19 =

BC Centre for Disease Control | BC Ministry of Health s ‘:” Provincial COVID-19 Communicable -

ines for K-12 Settings

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Public Health Communicable Disease Guidance for K-12 Schools
August 24,2021

of Key Updates

Key Messages

« Communicable Disease Plans (p.5) = new section on updated WorkSafe guidance, exp
o T o public, independent, and First Nations K-12 of schools/dis nicable Disease
schools in B.C. to reduce the risk of communicable diseases, including COVID-19 in K-12 schools. « Regional Diff t f medical health officers to issue
o sche COVID-19 transmission, particularly in the context of a regional public hea additional measures in schools.
highly immunized population. . ines (p.8) - new section, including expectations for schools/districts to work with th
« Vaccines are the most effective way to reduce the risk of COVID-19 in schools. Everyone eligible i strongly authority to increase vaccination uptake in the community
g v , receive 2 dos t COVID-19. more fikely in « Physical Distan urent BCCDC and
communities with lower vaccination uptake/greater community risk. d s. gatherings and events
* Local Medical regional ¢ times of 4 . jent Transportation (p.11) - additional guidance regarding carpooling and other methods of
communty risk transportation

ining and Disinfecting (p.12) - updated to align with current
ind frequently touched surfaces/items,

quidance including

Introduction

Visitor Acces:

ool protoco
possible

Community Use (p.14) - updated regarding commur

d limiting access during school hours

des guidance for d support staff (hereafter referred to as staff) at visitors, maintaining visitor records a

public, independent and First Nations Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K-12) schools of what infection prevention and «  Personal Protective Equipment (p.19) - continued mask requirements in K-12 schools for all
® d be 202122 school year to prevent the spread of staff, students in grades 4 10 12, and visitors.

, including COVID-19. t also out c « General Ventilation and Air Circulation (p.21) - additional guidance regarding use of portab

gles to enhance ventilat
updated quidance regarding field trps,
y. music programs, shared office space for staff. Physical and

impacting schools, if and when they occur. air condit s, and st
Curriculum, Program:

Kindergarten program and

ners and

Our experience in B.C. during the 2020-21 school year, which aligned with evidence gathered nationally and

internat hools as lower-risk sites for COVID- Health Education (PHE)/outdoor programs, school sports and theatre/danx
control measures (also called prevention measures) were in place. Various surveys, including the COVID-19 SPEAK survey o Extracurricular Activities (p.30) - updated to align

2 school- , includi & 4
e BOCDG) sead pacted by ncladkog « Communicable Disease Plan Orlentation Che
worsened wellbeing, mare child stress, | friends, I in activities and e : ; i

delivery of safety orlentations to staff and students.

learning impacts. Enabling children to return to closer-to-normal leaming, recreational and social activities is an
important action. Both risks and benefits of in the

development of this guidance. An evidence summary is included as Appendix A.

With the 8.C. population highly immunized, there s significantly greater community protection against COVID-19,
including against variants of concern detected in B.C. Variants spread the same way as the original COVID-19, which
blished prevention protect against it. As of when this guidance was published, the

® . ac

ot | Heal 8C Cente for Obease Cantrol

Guidancek-12-schools.pdf (bcecdc.ca) Attachment 3- Provincial COVHDO Health

Safety Guidelines for-K2 Settings
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf

BCCDC K .2 Guidance

The Hierarchy for Infection Prevention and Exposure Control Measures for Communicable Disease

Public Health Measures
Includes vaccination, orders from the Provincial Health Officer
or local Medical Health Officer, testing and contact tracing.

Environmental Measures
Includes ventilation and cleaning and disinfection.

More Protective

Administrative Measures
Includes space arrangement, communications to staff,
students and families, and visitor policies.

Personal Measures
Includes respecting personal space, staying home when sick,
ensuring immunizations are up to date and hand hygiene.

Personal Protective Equipment
Includes masks when recommended.

Less Protective
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Supportive School Environments

Page 4 of 24

A Schools are encouraged to support student -
personal practices usingpsitive andinclusive s e s e e o s . e s s

recommended, and regularly practicing hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette by:

approaches. S

*  Sharing reliable information to parents, families, and caregivers. Information and resources are available from
BCCDC.

* Promoting them through visual aids like posters.

A Schools shouldvoid pun itive measures or Schos can s supor studnts 1 consider s respectibrs pronl e P pce & he ditanc

which a person feels comfortable being next to another person.

. -, .

Staff and students choosing to practice additional personal prevention measures (e.g., wearing a non-medical mask

e n 0 rC e I I l e n aC IVI I e S a eXC u e S u e n S beyond when it is recommended, wearing a face shield in addition to a non-medical mask, etc.) should be treated with
respect.

. . . .
fro I I I fu I | a rtl C I atl n I n S C h 0 O I O r th at CO u I d Schools are encouraged to support student personal practices using positive and inclusive approaches. Schools should
avoid punitive measures or enforcement activities that exclude students from fully participating in school or that could

I - 0 result in stigma.

‘ ’ C[C If you have fever, a new cough, or are
]

Brrisy | Minisy o having difficulty breathing, call 8-1-1.
Cotumpia | Healh BC Centre for Discase Cantral
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Public Health Measures: VVaccines
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Key measure to reduce rigemphasized
as central to protective measures

Vaccines are the most effective way to reduce the risk of COVID-19 in schools. Everyone eligible is strongly encouraged
to be fully vaccinated |i.e., receive 2 doses) against COWID-19 to protect themselves and those around them - including
those who are not eligible to be vaccinated. Both doses are needed to get the most effective protection against serious
cases of COVID-19 and provide longer-lasting protection.

Strong recommendation for everyone S

aged 12 and older tend to have milder illness if they get infected and are also less likely spread COVID-19 than
unvaccinated people 12 and older. As of August 22™, 83% of eligible people 12 and older in B.C. had received their first

] ] ]
e I I I b I e to b e VaC C I I l ate d dose of COVID-19 vaccine and 75% had received their second dose. As of August 22™, approximately 72% of people aged
12-17 had received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine and 58% had received their second dose. Up to date information

on vaccinations coverage is available from BCCDC.

People who are not vaccinated are at higher risk of getting and spreading COVID-19. Most COVID-19 cases,
hospitalizations, and deaths are now among unvaccinated adults, and are predomi occurring in co ities with

Working with vaccine leadership,

‘While children under 12 are not currently eligible to be vaccinated, they continue to be less likely to get and spread
COVID-19 and have a low risk of serious outcomes if they do get COVID-19. It is strongly recommended that adults

regional health authorities, and-K2

Schools are encouraged to share evidence-based information and promote opportunities to be vaccinated in partnership
with public health.

sector to promote vaccination and e ot et B i

amangst students and staff. However, with people 12 and older highly immunized, exposures are unlikely to lead to
further transmission. Public health considers vaccination status when investigating school exposures. Staff and students

] g
who are not at least 14 days past receiving their second dose (i.e., aren’t fully immunized) and are identified as close
e I l S u re a‘ ‘ e S S I I I y contacts are more likely to be asked to self-isolate.

Evidence-based immunizatien information and tools for B.C. residents is available from BCCDC and ImmunizeBC.

If you have fever, a new cough, or are "
having difficulty breathing, call 8-1-1.

—— o e
& | Provincial Health ( n’ 9
L Services Authority
X Province-wide solutions.
™\ Better health. BC Centre for Disease Control




Public Health Measures: Case Management
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A Public health continues to facilitate case and  .owov.

Public health (including the Provincial Health Officer and BC Centre fior Disease Contraol) will continue to offer individual
C O n tact m a n a e m e nt and community guidance and recommendations to manage the risk of COVID-19 in B.C. Public health will continue to
maonitar cases of COVID-19 and determine if actions should be taken to prevent or control spread.
Schools should continue to maintain daily attendance reconds for staff, students, and visitors (including itinerant staff,
teachers on call, parents/caregivers, and volunteers), and keep accurate class and bus lists to assist with contact tracing

A W h e n a Ote n tl aI eX O S u re at a S C h O O I I S if necessary. This includes maintaining attendance records for all school-supported activities, including extracurricular
activities and field trips. Daily attendance records should be kept for at least 45 days to assist with contact tracing and

retrospective analysis by public health [if needed).

i d e ntifi ed y p u b I i C h ealth Wi I I WO rk With th e Public health will continwe to collaborate with schools and school districts on sharing public health information with

staff, students, and families, including providing direction on if and when exposure notifications should be sent.

school to understand who may have been e

An exposure gocurs if a person attends school when they may have been potentially infectious with a communicable
disease (e.g. COVID-19) and there is a rick of transmission to others. When a potential exposure at a school is identified,

. -
h h I public health will work with the school to understand who may have been exposed and determine what actions should
exposea an etermine wnat actions snou b ke, g dening 1t et or e e s

Public health considers vaccination status when investigating school exposures. Staff and students whao are not fully

. . . . . .
b e ta ke n I n C I u d I n I d e n t I I n I f Oth e r immunized and are identified as close contacts are more likely to be asked to self-isolate than those who are fully
] immunized.
To ensure personal privacy rights are maintained, public health will only disclose a confirmed case of a communicable

St u d e n tS O r Staff h ave b e e n eX p O S e d . disease if the person was infectious when they attended school. Public health will only provide the personal infarmation

needed to support effective contact tracing.

With the B.C. population highly immunized against COVID-19, public health expects to transition to notification practices

[l - . . that ensure those who are potentially at risk for communicable diseases, such as COVID-19, due to an exposure at school

A P u b I I C h e alth CO n S I d e rS VaC C I n atl O n Stat u S {e.g., those whio are close contacts) are directly notified and informed of what subsequent actions they should take (e.g.,
maonitor for symptoms, self-isolate, seek testing, etc.). Public health continues to consider practices for general exposure

notifications.

Wh en | nve St| g at| N g sSc h 00 | ex p osures oot cmitrators o staff Should mat pecuie RaWications o saff o sownts aemlcs shout potentieor Confimed

communicable diseases cases (including COVID-19) unless the school administrator ks directed to do so by the school
medical officer. School Administrators are to follow processes outlined in (
Administrators: Management of lliness and Confirmed Cases.

10-19 Protocols for School and District

If you have fever, a new cough, or are

having difficulty breathing, call 8-1-1.

i | Provincial Health CE
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Public Health Measures: Regional Measures
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A Enhanced regional measures may be introduced - S
by local MHO based on community risk eprtona ralns et s s Fon il s e st s o

Outbreaks and Clusters
- - - A duster refers to two or more confirmed cases of COVID-19 that occur among students and/or staff within a 14-day
e S e I I l ay re a e O a n I n I V I u a S C O O ] a period, and isolated transmission is suspected or confirmed to have occurred within the school.
An outbreak is when there is sustained, uncontrolled, widespread transmission of COVID-19 within a school, and a

grouping of schools, a school district, for all e e e a1t s

If a cluster or outbreak occurs, iti may be rec d or required by a Medical Health Officer to

schools within a health authority region

measures within the school, testing of all potentially exposed individuals or in rare cases, ordering the school to close for
a certain amount of time.

Regional Differences and Local Public Health Orders and Recommendations

A Ex. Regional measures in Interior Health et b e et e et e

measures beyond this guidance at their own discretion, based on their authority under provincial legislation. These may
be put in place during times of increased community transmission of COWID-19, and within communities with low
waccination uptake. They are based on local epidemiology and are proportional to risk.

Local public health Orders may be placed for whole regions or communities, or for specific businesses or activities within
a health authaority region. For example, a health authority may issue a regional Gatherings & Events Order that limits
indoor gatherings to a specific number of people or to a specific type of activity. Schools within that region would need
to ensure extracurricular and social gatherings and events complied with the Order unless schools were specifically
excluded.

For schools, the local Medical Health Officer may issue a recommendation for an individual school, a grouping of
schools, a school district, for all schools within a health authority region, or some combination thereof, to implement
specific additional health and safety measures during times of elevated risk.

Additional measures are likely to be similar to some of those in place during the 2020-21 school year. For example:

® Limits on gatherings and events,

» Spreading people out as much as possible through different space arrangements, including arranging
desk/tables to maximize space between students and avoiding seating arrangements where students directly
face one another,

* Incorporating more individual activities and activities that encourage greater space between people, and
avoiding activities that require dlose face-to-face contact,

If you have fever, a new cough, or are

having difficulty breathing, call 8-1-1.
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Environmental Measures: Ventilation

A Ventilation and Air Exchange

A Ensure that heating, ventilation and air conditioning
(HVAC) systems are designed, operated, and maintained
as per standards and specifications for ongoing comfort
for workers

A to enhance school ventilation, schools should consider:

A moving activities outdoors when possible (for example, lunch,
classes, physical activity) and consider

A moving classrooms outside when space and weather permit
A increasing air exchanges by adjusting the HVAC system

A managing air distribution through building automation control
systems

A where possible, opening windows if weather permits and HVAC
system function will not be negatively impacted

A Ministry of Education investing in ventilation

improvements and conducting comprehensive
evaluations of ventilation across the system
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