
About 100 OKIB members and residents 
attended Sqilxw Day, our celebration of 
National Indigenous Peoples Day, which 

took place on June 21 at Komasket Park.

National Indigenous Peoples Day is a time for 
First Nations people from across the country to 
showcase their heritage and celebrate their unique 
history. Canadians from coast to coast to coast 
learned about the heritage of the First Nations 
people and celebrated in their own way. 

For OKIB, the day started with a sunrise ceremony 
followed later by breakfast and then by the arrival 
of three canoes, which had started out at Sandy 
(Kin) Beach in Vernon. The arrival of the canoes 
was a very special moment, with people on shore 
drumming and singing The Okanagan Song as 
the canoes touched the beach. The paddlers raised 
their paddles and sang in response. People from 
as far away as Germany enjoyed the video on the 
OKIB Facebook page. Check it out and try not to 
choke up with pride! 

Several artists were in attendance to demonstrate 
skills such as carving a fish gaff necklace and the 
art of making cordage. There was bead work and 
There were traditional headbands and also some 
powerful textile art in support of the Murdered 
and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls 
initiative to raise awareness and to call for justice.

There were traditional games for the kids and 
the Run for the Drum event. The Cakewalk was 

exciting as people of all ages scrambled for the 
musical chairs. And there was more food. 

Later in the afternoon, Council was sworn in at 
a special ceremony. While Chief and Council 
were officially sworn following the election, this 
ceremony provided an opportunity for the people 
to witness the event at a public gathering.

The evening entertainment was a hit with 
Madeline Terbasket - captikwl, The Bannock 
Brothers: Ryan Oliverius and Stephane Richard, 
Levi Bent’s nsyilxen karaoke and Cori Derickson 
performing the Ogopogo Dance.   

Check out the photos on the following pages to 
see who you know. 
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Members of Council were sworn at a special ceremony 
on June 21. L-R, Councillors Ryan Oliverius, Cindy 
Brewer, Val Chiba, Sharon Cullen and Garett Lawrence.



Photos from Sqilxw Day
Check out the photos of the celebration that took place in Komasket 
Park on Sqilxw Day, June 21. 





OKIB Employee Highlights
Please welcome these new employees to OKIB, or 
to their new positions:

Billie Rae Oppenheimer, Autumn Wilson, Lilah 
Jack, Yetko Robins, Qaine Parker – Summer Day 
Camp Staff

Sharmaine Gregoire –Language Nest Coordinator 

Ciaran McDonaugh – Addictions Clinician

Rachael McLaughlin and Mark Oppenheimer – 
Home Support Workers

Kelsey Tronson – Early Childhood Educator

Robert Bonneau – On-Call Fire Fighter

OKIB Policies and Bylaws
Please continue to check the Policies/Bylaws tab 
on the website as it will have the most up-to-date 
policies and draft bylaws.

On Wednesday July 3, we will be having a 
Membership Forum on Cannabis businesses 
on reserve. A Business Licensing Bylaw will be 
presented in draft that will provide a framework 
for businesses to operate in the future. Keep 
posted for updates on the draft bylaw and the 
feedback from that meeting.

All comments about Bylaws and Policies can 
be sent to Mike Fotheringham, at michael.
fotheringham@okanagan.org and at 250-542-
4328.

Communications
Nick Nilsen is the new Communications Specialist 
for OKIB. Nick started June 10 and is located 
in the band administration office. Nick is an 
experienced communicator with over 20 years 
of experience in the field, with six of those years 
working for municipal governments. 

“OKIB has a very engaged following that is eager 
to receive information,” said Nick. “I’m looking 
forward to learning more and to applying my skills 
to band communications.”

One of Nick’s first projects is the production of this 
edition of Senk’lip. He will also be responsible for 
the website, social media, and creating a strategic 
communications plan for the organization.  

Are you a Sixties Scoop  Survivor?
The Sixties Scoop Class Action lawsuit has been 
settled and you may be eligible for compensation. 

The Ontario Superior Court and the Federal Court 
authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation 
from a lawyer. 

• Survivors of the Sixties Scoop sued the Federal 
Government of Canada. 

• The courts have now approved a settlement 
between the survivors and Canada that 
provides compensation for loss of cultural 
identity for certain survivors of the Sixties 
Scoop. 

Your legal rights are affected even if you do 
nothing. To read about your legal rights and 
options, read the full article on the OKIB website 
entitled Settlement of Sixties Scoop Class Action.



As a part of the changes made in the BC Tripartite 
Education Agreement 2018, the transportation 
funding and how it is allocated have changed. 
Starting this school year (September 2019) each 
District and First Nation community were to 
develop a transportation plan that would meet the 
needs of the students. 

OKIB reached out to parents to see if changes were 
needed (February-March 2019), and as a result 
of the feedback were able to provide input and 
recommend changes to student transportation 
requirements.  The plan was then submitted (April 
2019) to the Tripartite First Nation Student Trans-
portation Committee. We have not received a re-
sponse on our submission as of yet, however when 
we last contacted FNESC we were advised that 

the submissions are under review and a response 
will be provided to the Band and the School Dis-
trict as soon as it is available. I understand that 
there are some parents who have received a notice 
from School District 22 regarding Courtesy Rid-
er Fees. At this time, we do not have any answers 
or suggestions, other than to say the position of 
the OKIB Chief & Council was very clear in the 
response provided last year, which was transpor-
tation funds for OKIB students is included in the 
tuition paid to School District 22.  

We will do our best to keep parents informed, 
however if you have any questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact Peggy Joe at peggy.joe@
okanagan.org or 250 558 3706.

SD22 Bussing Update





SD23 Seeks Indigenous Youth Wellness Worker

Central Okanagan Public Schools (School District 
No. 23), Kelowna BC, provides education services 
to 22,000 students in the communities of Peach-
land, West Kelowna, Kelowna, Lake Country and 
the Regional District of Central Okanagan. We 
invite applications for the position of:

INDIGENOUS YOUTH WELLNESS WORKER

The Youth & Wellness Support Program is de-
signed to provide services and cultural support to 
Indigenous students (while providing support and 
referrals for families), focusing on the Elementary/
Middle School student population in approximate-
ly 5 schools. The overall goal of the Program is to 
provide services and cultural support in order that 
Indigenous students can have more enjoyment, 
confidence, and success while attending school.

In response to referrals from District support staff, 
principals, teachers, community agencies and fam-
ilies, the Indigenous Youth Wellness Worker:
• Assists students through crisis situations by 

providing crisis management, intervention 
counselling and critical incident follow-up;

• Provides schedules and ongoing one-on-one 
support to Indigenous students to address psy-
chological, social and cultural needs;

• Facilitates groups with students;
• Facilitates and/or assists with the coordination 

of referrals of Indigenous students/families 
to appropriate District resources, community 
agencies and other Ministries;

• Facilitates and/or assists with the school-based 
and community assessments, planning, place-
ment, or assistance for Indigenous students;

• Participates in case consultation with profes-
sionals involved with students e.g. teachers, 
principals, support staff, school counsellors, 
Indigenous Student Advocates, community 
agencies;

• Acts as a resource person to schools and stu-
dents related to social or behavioural issues 

affecting a student’s school life and works 
collaboratively with school administration and 
staff regarding education and behaviour plans 
for students;

• Acts as an advocate and provides support for 
Indigenous students and families.

• The successful candidate will possess the fol-
lowing qualifications and experience:

• Minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree with a pref-
erence given to those with a Master's Degree in 
Social Work or Counselling.

• At least three years' experience working in a 
clinical setting with youth on health and well-
ness issues.

Photo courtesy Okanagan Nation Alliance

The Indigenous Youth Wellness Worker will bring 
an Indigenous perspective to the complex issues 
faced by many Indigenous students and families; 
and therefore preference may be given to appli-
cants with Indigenous Ancestry. These are full 
time positions (35 hours per week) for 12 months 
per year. The compensation is currently $28.31 per 
hour plus a comprehensive benefits package and 
participation in a defined benefit pension plan.

Qualified candidates are invited to apply online 
complete with cover letter and resume outlining 
relevant background and work experience and 
3 references by 4:00 p.m. PST on Friday, July 19, 
2019 at www.makeafuture.ca.



Public Works and RecycleBC worked together to host neighbourhood 
clean-up days May 27 to 31 to collect items that are not normally picked 
up in the waste and recycling collection. 
This included large items such as appliances, computers, small engine 
equipment and more. 
The following items were collected: 

•  100 large appliances
•  350 tires
•  9 mega bags of electronics
•  6 mega bags of small appliances
•  11 car batteries

Public Works would like to thank everyone who participated in this year’s 
event. It was very successful. 
Check out the photos below to see the tons of stuff that were collected 
and sent for recycling and disposal. 

Clean Up Days a Huge Success



 
 

DO YOU HAVE KIDS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 4 & 
14 AND ARE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FUN FOR 
THEM TO DO? COME ON DOWN TO KOMASKET 
PARK, EVERY THURSDAY EVENING 5:30-6:30PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 5:30 – 6:30PM 
KOMASKET PARK 

JUNE 20 to JULY 18, 2019 

    SOFTBALL 

For more information, or if you would like to come out and volunteer, contact Peggy Joe 

                                   Phone: 250 540 3269 or email pjoe616@hotmail.com 

 

 



Snc’c’amala?tn News 
From the Manager, Lorraine Ladan

Closures

Monday, July 1 – Canada Day

Monday, August 5 – BC Day

 

Summer Day Camp for 6 to 12 Year Olds

Session 1 - Monday, July 8 to Thursday, July 25

Session 2 - Monday, July 29 to Friday, August 16 
(closed August 5 for BC Day)

The Summer Day Camp is a fun recreational pro-
gram with a focus on outdoor play and sports, a 
weekly field trip, arts and crafts and cultural activ-
ities. A morning and afternoon snack is provided. 
Children bring their own lunch and any extra 
healthy snacks. We encourage everyone to drink 
lots of water and to wear sunscreen and a hat every 
day.

The fees for each 14-day session are $112.00 for 
status children and $140.00 for non-status. Fees 
must be prepaid in full before children can attend 
any days.

Registration forms may be picked up at 
Snc’c’amala?tn. Call Nicole or Autumn to inquire if 
any spaces are still available and for more informa-
tion at 250-545-3800.

Welcome New Staff

We are very happy to welcome Kelsey Tronson to 
our team as an Infant/Toddler Educator. Kelsey 
already has some great experience working at the 
centre and recently completed her infant/toddler 
practicum with us. Congratulations Kelsey, on 
becoming a certified Early Childhood and Infant/
Toddler Educator!

A warm welcome goes out to Jessica Schaefer who 
has joined us. Jessica recently qualified as an ECE 
Assistant and is now working with us.

Dawn Schreiner is working with us for the sum-
mer. She is from Splats’ In Daycare in Enderby and 
they close for July and August so we are more than 
happy to have her here for that period. Dawn is 
a fully qualified Early Childhood Infant/Toddler 
Educator. Welcome Dawn!



Infant/Toddler Daycare

Way’ from the infant toddler program! 

We are excited for the summer and all the fun it 
brings! We will enjoy tons of water play so please 
ensure children have extra clothes for getting wet!! 

We like to be sun smart so please apply sunscreen 
and send your child with a hat!

Happy Birthday Nora, enjoy your summer and 
best wishes to you as you move over to the 3 to 5 
program 

We would also like to take this time to welcome 
Kelsey Tronson into the program, she comes to us 
fresh out of her infant toddler schooling and we 
are very excited to have her! 

Mary Room Supervisor 

Kelsey ECE and Infant/Toddler Educator

Theresa ECE

Nancy Speech and Language 

Head Start / 3 to 5-Year-Old Daycare

Way! Hello Head Start families. 

Happy Birthday Boston! 

Our parent night was attended by three families, 
thank you for coming out to visit.

We want to wish everyone a safe and fun summer 
holiday.

Please register your children for Head Start if they 
turned three in 2016 and you would like them to 
attend our program!

Lim Limpt

Denise and Jordyn



Grade 1

Camilla Gajda 
Ashlyn Fox 
Sarah Goodwater 
Leanna Houle 
Aurora Nicholson-Paul 
Adrian Wilson 
Ruby Sparrow            

We wish you all the best! 

Lim limt to Tupa (Virginia Gregoire), Anna Belle, 
Miranda, Mona, Trish and Niki for all of your hard 
work, support and dedication to our students this 
school year.

Congratulations to Colton, Joel and Alexis for 
finishing their third home reading sheets (90 
books), and to Brielle and Owen for finishing their 
fourth home reading sheets (120 books). Way to 
Go! Happy Birthday to Clay who will celebrate his 
birthday on July 20th!

Have a great summer!

Mrs. Alexis, Trish and Niki

Preschool

Way from the Spepelina Room!

Have a great summer, everyone! Miranda is off 
to school for the next year to complete her Early 
Childhood Education Certification. We will miss 
her but know that she will do amazing at school 
and we will be waiting to welcome her back!

Karla, Miranda and Jessica

Kindergarten / Grade 1

Wai, from the P’qel qin room,

Congratulations to the Kindergarten and Grade 
One class of 2019!

On June 27th we ended our year with a celebration 
at the Pit House in Komasket Park, to recognize 
the fantastic achievements of our students! 

Kindergarten

Camilla Gajda 
Kyrus Goodwater 
Joel Gregoire 
Raelan Kuiper 
Colton Louie 
Alexis Louis 
Brielle Marchand 
Owen Marchand 
Luna-Ray Nicholson-Paul 
Clay Orser 
Nate Parker 
Payton Warnick 
Ronin Wildcat-McNally 
Kashtin Marchand-Lewis



   

OKIB Public Works & Housing 
11505 Westside Road  Vernon, BC,  V1H 2A8 
Telephone: 250-542-3444  Fax: 250-542-0541 

 

PWH Word Template   Page 1      6/25/2019 1:37 PM 

 

Are you ready to be a Home Owner? 

OKIB PWH is preparing for a new phase of CMHC s.95 homes, and is currently in the early 
stages of the application process.  

 Band members are encouraged to apply for OKIB Social Housing’s Rent-to-Own homes 
that are affordable, modest, safe and healthy. Those wishing to build on their own 

property must adhere to the Social Housing Policy (see section 13.0 on Lot selection).  

Applications can be found on the OKIB website and the PWH Department.  

To be eligible for this program, the applicant must be: 

1. Registered member of the Okanagan Indian Band 
2. 19 years of age or older 
3. Provide verification of household income (letter from current employer/pay stubs, 

benefits statements, and/or Canada Revenue Agency notice of assessment). 
4. Able to provide reference letters from current Landlord, or a bill in the applicant’s name 

that shows consistent payment history. 
5. Commit to attending workshops on Homeownership and Basic Repairs and Maintenance 
6. Tenants currently in the Social Housing Rent to Own program, or those in any other home 

purchasing program, are not eligible to apply. 

If you have any questions please contact the PWH Department at 250-542-3444 or email 
martina.lewis@okanagan.org  

Martina Lewis 
Okanagan Indian Band 
Public Works & Housing 
Housing Officer 



The 2019 TSD field season began in the spring and 
is now in full motion. It officially kicked off with 
an intensive 2 days of first aid training of Level 1 
and Transportation.  TSD is fully committed to the 
safety and wellbeing of its staff, and is required to 
ensure that all staff are certified with WCB First 
Aid Level 1 and Transportation Endorsement.  

As follow up to the 2017-2018 extreme high water 
levels on Okanagan Lake, the men’s and women’s 
Kwilsten (sweat house) at Komasket was submersed 
in the flooded lake water and compromised.  
Thanks to BC Emergency Management, funding 
was allocated to the rebuilding of the Kwilsten . 
On June 14 and 15, 2019 Community Members 
were invited to participate in the rebuilding of 
the sweathouses. Groups went out to harvest 
material of Red Willow and Hazel Nut wood, and 
to participate in the construction of the Kwilsten  
for both the men’s and the women’s.   TSD would 
like to thank Wilkey Louie, Victor Antoine, Eric 
Mitchell, and Donna Good Water for the guidance, 
knowledge and support in this endeavour.  TSD 
continues to complete the finishing touches on 
the Kwilsten, under the guidance of the knowledge 
keepers. When the work is complete the Kwilsten is 
open to any community members. Stay tuned for 
updates!

Territorial Stewardship Division Highlights 

Crew assisting in ground preparation.

Eric Mitchell guiding sweathouse construction.

Archaeology 

The field crews are in high demand for various 
projects with local Archaeology firms and local 
governments.  

They participate in a number of project for 
various entities such as BC Hydro’s for the 
Reservoir Archaeology Programs (RAP); 
and are requested by Ministry Of Highways, 
Municipalities, for monitoring of local ventures.  

TSD staff participated in the School District #22, 
May 8-9-10, 2019 program at Komasket this 
spring.  They demonstrated how to screen and 
conduct test holes. Ruby Alexis provided a brief 
history and information of Komasket and area 
in the Pit House. It was shared that Komasket 
was once a part of an old village site and fishing 
station. 



Revelstoke Salmon Ceremony 
On June 25, 2019 the Community 
members were invited to travel to 
Revelstoke by bus to participate in 
honoring & praying for the Salmon. 
This is now an annual Ceremony 
hosted by the Okanagan Nation 
Alliance, at two separate locations 
along the Columbia River, one 
in Castlegar and the second in 
Revelstoke.

The day included the Ceremony, 
followed by a meal and small give 
away.  

The upcoming summer will have the 
staff and Cultural Field Technicians 
busy with Preliminary Field 
Reconnaissance (PFR’s).  TSD crews 
go out and provide the necessary 
field surveys for local companies 
such as Tolko, BCTS Okanagan, 
Kootenay, and Gormans.  

TSD continues to engage with 
Provincial agencies such as BC 
Hydro on multiple ongoing projects.

•	 Revelstoke Unit 6

•	 Wilsey Dam 

•	 SHU Water Use Plan (WUP) 
Order Review

•	 West Kelowna Transmission 
Line

•	 Oatscott.
Revelstoke Salmon Ceremony 2019.

Revelstoke Salmon Ceremony 2019.

TSD wishes our community members as safe and memorable summer.  Stay tuned for upcoming 
events this fall, annual Hunting Camp and Mabel Lake Fishery. 



 

  
 
 
 

 
First Nations Health Authority Now Providing Reimbursement for the Shingrix Shingles 
Vaccine 
 
Effective immediately, First Nations Health Benefits will accept client reimbursement requests 
for vaccinations with the Shingrix® vaccine received on or after Oct. 1, 2018 by First Nations 
clients age 65 to 69. 
 
Shingles – the common name for herpes zoster – is a painful blistering rash caused by a re-
activation of the varicella-zoster virus. The pain of shingles can persist for weeks, months, or 
even longer after the rash has healed. Shingles can occur in anyone who has had chickenpox, 
however it is more common – and more likely to cause complications and long term effects– in 
older people. 
 
How to apply for FNHA Client Reimbursement for previously purchased Shingles 
Vaccine: 

1. Obtain the FNHA Client Reimbursement Request Form from the FNHA website at 
www.fnha.ca or pick up a printed copy at the OKIB Community Services and 
Development Building. 

2. Complete all sections on Request Form: Client information, Parent, Guardian or Person 
to whom payment should be made, Details of Claim, and Authorization and Signature 

a. List in the List Benefit Items Requested your purchased Shingles vaccine and 
its cost. 

3. Submit Reimbursement Request Form to FNHA Health Benefits Office by mail to: 
 

FNHA: Health Benefits 
757 West Hasting Street, Suite 540 
Vancouver, BC V6C 1A1 
 
BE SURE TO SUBMIT THE COMPLETED FORM AND ORIGINAL RECEIPTS  
 
For more information contact: Amber Froste, OKIB CHN at 250-542-5094. 





 

UXO Technician  
Level 1 Training 

Are you interested in training in the Unexploded Ordnances (UXO) field.  If so you may be eligible 
to take a 7 week UXO Certification 1 course at The University of Tennessee  see below 

Course: 

Unexploded Ordnance Technician Level 1 

Training Location: Knoxville Tennessee 

Date: September 23 - November 8, 2019 

Overview of UXO Environmental Remediation 

 Explosives and explosive effects  
 Ordnance Safety, Identification and Character-

istic (Grenades, Landmines, Sub-munitions, 
Projectiles and Mortars, Projectile Fuses, Rock-
ets, Guided Missiles, Bomb Fuses, Aircraft 
Bombs, Dispensers, Dispenser Sub- munitions, 
Pyrotechnics, Chemical Agents and Com-
pounds, Chemical Ordnance) 

 Fuse functioning and identification Firing devic-
es, other explosive devices, and miscellaneous 
hazards  

 UXO disposal techniques Use of UXO detec-
tion equipment and ordnance location tech-
niques 

 Electric and non-electric demolition procedures 

 
Requirements 
 
 18 years of age, 
  Results of five-panel drug screen within 30 

days of class start date,  
 Valid  BC Drivers license ,Passport  
 
Forms 
 Physician’s Statement and Health Status  
 Medical Report 
 Release for Federal Criminal History Back-

ground Check  
 
Recommended 
 
 Physical examination in accordance should 

be in good physical condition and able to lift 
a minimum of 40 lbs. without assistance  

 Capable of working safely in stressful situa-
tions and extreme weather conditions (heat, 
humidity, cold, rain, snow, etc.) 

 
    
    
 
    
 
Contact Don Louis. UXO liaison  
Email: Don.louis@okanagan.org,   
Call 250-542-3444, ext 403 

Note:  Closing Date Monday July 15, 2019 
 The program is subject to funding availability  



Equipment for Sale

OKIB is selling two pieces of equipment in a closed bid process whereby  
interested parties are asked to submit their bid in a sealed envelope by the 
deadline below. 

All bids will be opened 15 minutes after the bids are closed. 

Both items can be viewed at the Public Works yard from 8 am to 4:30 pm Monday to 
Friday. Closed for lunch 12 to 1 pm. 

Bids will be accepted until 2 pm on July 18, 2019. 

Tender opening at 2:15 on July 28, 2019 at the Public Works Building on OKIB IR#1. 

For further information please contact Brad or Jolene at 250-542-3444.

Grader

Closed bid process with $4,000 reserve bid.

Used 1982 Royal Motor grader with 4,282 
hours.

No warranty given or implied. As is, where is 
sale.

Excavator 

Closed bid process with $4,000 reserve bid.

70D John Deere Excavator with 9,132 hours.

No warranty given or implied. As is, where is 
sale.



The cost to produce the Senk’lip News in this format is equivalent, or 
less than the cost to produce the newsprint version. 

The Okanagn Elders
The elders have many fund raising activities going 
on throughout the year.

If you have any donations for Loonie Auctions, 
Bingos or for their 50/50. Please contact Jean 
Crittenden at 250-549-0439. 

All donations are very much appreciated by our 
elders. Please do not hesitate to give generously.

Elders Bingo 
Last Sunday of every month.

Early Birds - 12:30 pm 
Bingo - 1:00 pm

Important dates for  July 
July 11, 18, 25, Aug 1 - What You Need to Know to Start a Business. 5:30 - 7:30 pm, Health Building.
July 15 - Deadline to apply for UXO Technician Level 1 training. 
July 20-21 Little Coyote Youth Softball Tournament. Komasket Park.


