
FUNDING ANNOUNCED TO
IMPROVE WATER

SYSTEMS AT OKANAGAN
INDIAN BAND

“Water is life. Water is our relation. Water bonds

us to our ancestry, our descendants and our land.”

-July 31, 2014 ONA AGA Spaxomin, BC

From the Syilx Nation Water Declaration

Okanagan Indian Band (OKIB) is excited to announce

$10.1 million of funding has been secured through

Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) to upgrade the Six

Mile/Bradley and Irish Creek/Head of the Lake water

systems. Design for the improvements has been carried

out by a collaborative Integrated Project Delivery (IPD)

team consisting of OKIB, Urban Systems, Bird-Dawson

Joint Venture and CML Project services.
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Through ISC funding, OKIB’s water treatment system,

distribution system and reservoirs will be upgraded by

the summer of 2022, with construction beginning in

February 2022. Many of OKIB’s current water systems

have not been updated since they were first built in

the 1970s and '80s, and the community has been under

a number of water advisories. With the completion of

this project, present and future OKIB members will have

access to clean, good quality and quantity drinking

water. 

A Different Delivery Model

This project is one of the first of its kind in the country

to use the IPD model for an Indigenous infrastructure

project. IPD is a collaborative approach to design and

construction that involves participants (e.g., people,

companies, systems, business structures and practices)

optimizing project value and results, reducing waste,

and maximizing efficiency throughout all phases of

design, fabrication, and construction. IPD involves

collaboration and co-location with OKIB, which

facilitates the conditions to develop true and

meaningful partnership. 
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Increasing Infrastructure 

The water system improvements are a key to building

other major infrastructure projects on-reserve. This

project will help address the long-term water

infrastructure needs of OKIB by supplying safe drinking

water to residents, growing families, and other facilities. 

“Okanagan Indian Band is super excited to start building

infrastructure. Without this water facility, we would not

be able to build our new school or our single-family

units, it all goes hand-in-hand. It really opens up a lot of

doors for us. The existing water facility has not had

updates in 30 years, so it really is a monumental moment

[for the community].” 

– Jolene Vincent, Public Works and Housing Director,

Okanagan Indian Band

For more information visit:

https://okib.ca/departments/public-works-

housing/water-systems-improvement-project 

Media inquiries may be directed to:

communications@okanagan.org
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