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First Nation leaders from across the Okanagan gath-
ered in Vernon for the Okanagan Nation Alliance’s an-
nual general assembly on July 17 and 18. The two-day 
event provided Sqilxw people with the opportunity to 
celebrate successes and reflect on persistent challeng-
es. The Okanagan Indian 
Band hosted the event at the 
Prestige Vernon Lodge and 
Conference Centre.
Approximately 200 mem-
bers from all seven Okana-
gan nations came together 
for the annual event. Chief 
Byron Louis welcomed the 
delegates prior to the open-
ing remarks by Grand Chief 
Dr. Stewart Phillip. 
“This is a trying time for 
Canada,” said Grand Chief 
Phillip. “The Prime Minis-
ter’s lofty promises of trans-
parency, integrity, gender 
equity, Indigenous reconcil-
iation, and enhanced envi-
ronmental protection have 
all been shown to have very 
shallow roots. Words are one 
thing, but deeds are quite an-
other. At this year’s AGA we continue to come togeth-
er, as our ancestors have always done, to find the ways 
and means of taking on the challenges that colonialism 
has created, and finding solutions that resonate within 
our contemporary context.”
The keynote speaker for this year’s AGA was Bernie 
Williams Poitras, a community leader and long-time 

advocate for Indigenous women, who recently con-
tributed to the National Inquiry into Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. The issue 
of Murdered & Missing Women and Girls, alongside 
the generational impacts of the Indian Residential 

Schools, systemic racism 
and violence, continue to 
have profound effects on 
Sqilxw communities, and 
Ms. Williams Poitras spoke 
to some of key processes 
that have been highlighted 
for addressing these issues 
through the National In-
quiry.
Alongside a variety of 
pertinent presentations 
and dialogues, there were 
also a host of cultural ac-
tivities, including Canoe 
Races, Traditional Games, 
and nsyilxcәn Bingo 
hosted throughout the two 
days.
Aligned with AGA, the 
annual Youth Leadership 
and Elders Gathering also 
took place. This event 

provides Sqilxw youth the opportunity to connect 
with other peers from across the territory, engage in 
on-the-land based activities, and cultivate leadership 
skills. This event further supports the Sqilxw Okanagan 
Nation’s dedication to cultivate strong youth leaders 
today by their interaction with elders and other lead-
ers throughout the Nation so that we may continue to 
thrive in the future.

Pauline Gregoire-Archachan welcomes delegates with 
an opening prayer. Photo by Sheldon Pierre Louis.
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The week of the July 15, 2019, the OKIB 
Language and Culture Lead, Health and 
Wellness and Education staff played host to 
upwards of 12 youth, 6 adults for the Canoe 
Journey located at Komasket Park. 

The event had paddles scheduled for each 
day to three local sites significant to OKIB: 
nk’maplqs- (Head of the Lake) q’wumasq’et 
“horn or antler in the sky (Komasket)” 
nqyxwlxem - there is Sucker Fish (Okanagan 
Landing). 

Canoe Journey 2019
Along with the journeys a variety of activities 
were planned for the youth such as: ONA 
AGA Elder and Youth, traditional activities 
such as: ‘cattail weaving’ with Marnie Gregoire, 
Fish Gaff with Spirit Peoples, Sturgeon Nose 
Canoe with Mariel Belanger,  kayaking, paddle 
boarding and canoeing in 2 man canoes. It was 
an event packed week that was well received by 
all who attended. 

Big thanks to the participants, staff and 
volunteers who without your support would 
not be possible!! And a huge thanks to Ruby, 
Sarah and Justin Joe on the T-shirt logo.
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OKIB’s Okanagan Language Degree Pilot Program
Okanagan Indian Band has been lucky to be part 
of a pilot project with En’owkin Centre to deliver 
the first ever Okanagan Language Degree Pro-
gram in community. 

Classes started in late fall of 2018 with a group 
of 23 OKIB students who just completed three 
courses of the first semester NSYL 110, NSYL 
111, and will be completing NSYL 150 towards 
credits leading toward  the one-year Language 
Certificate. The second semester will be starting 
up this September to complete final class of the 
first semester, NSYL 151. 

Pauline Gregoire-Archachan is our fluent lan-
guage speaker and dedicated teacher. One 
unique approach Pauline takes is that she adds 
the course description based on her knowledge, 
stories and family history. The classes are mostly 
done in immersion style with some English to 
help adult learners when needed. Pauline runs 
the class and almost never misses. If she does 
miss which is rare she has her former student of 
13 years Kara Ross step in. Kara brings games, 
language tips and a fresh voice to the class. 

Some highlights included Okanagan fluent 

Congratulations to all those who have worked 
hard to complete 3 out of 4 NSYL classes, we will 
be celebrating this fall the completion of the first 
semester. After credits are completed learners 
can decide if they want to obtain an Okanagan 
Language Degree through undergrad study from 
UBCO. This Language Degree is based on one 
class at a time. So anyone can be successful, if 
they put the dedication and time in to attending 
and learning Language.

speakers from OKIB and Douglas Lake share 
their language and teachings, and at our last class 
we had 2 Australian Aboriginal students join our 
class with Kara Ross who is part of the UBCO 
Aboriginal Exchange program. 

So, lim lemt to the OKIB staff who helped get 
this program off the ground and into our com-
munity and to Dr. Jeanette Armstrong and Trac-
ey Kim Bonneau whose Program Manager from 
En’owkin who has given us this opportunity.

Top left: Wanda Duncan, Peggy 
Joe, Marnie Gregoire, Val Genaille, 
Ashley Gregoire, Nelson Gregoire, 
Kara Ross, Mario Richard, Cathy 
Gottfriedson, Sharmaine Gregoire, 
Martie Louis, Maureen Marchand, 
Andrea Gregoire, Rachel Marchand,
Bottom Left: Keona Joe, Mary Louis, 
Pauline Gregoire-Archachan, Lucy 
Louis, Dallas Goodwater
(Students missing from pic: Florence 
Fred, Dustin Goodwater, Sherry 
Louis, Misty Kruger, Anna March-
and and Lacey Gregoire-Gabriel)

Photo courtesy Ashley Gregoire.
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The Sqilxw Okanagan Nation flag has found 
a permanent home at Okanagan College’s 
Vernon campus, after a historic ceremony held 
at the campus on July 16.

Representatives of the Okanagan Nation 
Alliance (ONA), Okanagan Indian Band and 

Okanagan College gathered for a flag raising 
ceremony recognizing the traditional unceded 
territories of the Sqilxw (Okanagan) people.

“We are very pleased that Okanagan College 
has chosen to recognize our people and 
our legacy through this important and 
permanent symbol,” says Okanagan Indian 
Band Councillor Allan Louis. “For centuries 
our people have thrived in the area. And for 
many decades we have weathered injustices 
that have taken a huge toll on our nation. It is 
gestures like this event today that help move 
us all toward a more equitable and mutually 
beneficial relationship.”

“Okanagan College values and respects 
Indigenous culture and ways of knowing. 
Today’s flag raising is a symbolic gesture, 
as well as an incremental step toward 
Indigenization and authentic partnership that 
can enrich the education of learners,” says 
Chris Derickson, Okanagan College Board of 

Governors Chair.

Today’s flag raising is the second 
ceremony recognizing Indigenous 
peoples in whose lands the College 
resides; last month, the College raised 
a permanent ONA flag at the Kelowna 
campus.

“Indigenization is about learning more 
about Indigenous knowledge, people 
and place, and it starts by acknowledging 
the Sqilxw Okanagan people on whose 
traditional territory we live, learn, 
work and play,” said Okanagan College 
President Jim Hamilton. “Every day 

Sqilxw Okanagan Nation Flag Finds Permanent 
Home at Okanagan College Vernon Campus 

Christopher Derickson, WFN and Chair of the  
Okanagan College Board of Governors, delivers his 
address to the audience.

Councillor Allan Louis spoke on behalf of OKIB. 
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The Okanagan Nation 
Alliance flag features 
animals, water and the 
landscape significant to the 
area, as a representation of 
Sqilxw Okanagan people’s 
understanding of living in 
reciprocity and harmony with 
the natural world.

The flag builds on the Indigenous 
physical presence at the Vernon campus, 
which includes the Kalamalka Garden 
– green space containing indigenous 
food plants from the Okanagan territory, 
as well as other native species that are 
significant to Indigenous people of the 
region.

Elder Pauline Gregoire-Archachan was present to  
commence the ceremony with a prayer. 

moving forward, our students, staff 
and community will see this flag and 
feel inspired by this symbol of respect 
and reconciliation.” 

Dignitaries spoke about the 
relationship between the College and 
the ONA. Elder Pauline Gregoire-
Archachan opened the ceremony with 
a blessing. Amber Cardenas sang The 
Okanagan Song as the flag was raised 
by Okanagan Indian Band students 
Michael Ochoa and Tallin Gregoire.

ONA Grand Chief Dr. Stewart Phillip was in attendance to 
say a few words on behalf of the Okanagan Nation.
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You’re invited! 

Health Benefits  
Information Session 

 

The First Nations Health Authority listened to First Nations communities 
across BC to design a new benefits plan. Learn about improvements to 
the following benefits coming in fall 2019. 

 

Vision care and eyeglasses 
Dental coverage 

Medical supplies & equipment 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 | TIME 5:00PM – 9:00PM 
WHERE: HOLIDAY PARK RESORT, KELOWNA 
EVENT DETAILS: THE PRESENTATION WILL TAKE PLACE DURING THE 
MEMBERSHIP FORUM. 
 
 
Contact Council Secretary, Stacy Yow, at 250-542-4328 or 
stacy.yow@okanagan.org  for more information. 
 

See you there! 
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The FNHA provides other benefits to meet health needs not covered by provincial or third-party health insurance. These include medical 
transportation, mental health support, and pharmacy benefits through BC PharmaCare Plan W.

Learn more about your FNHA benefits at: www.fnha.ca/benefits
ENGAGE WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA OR CALL US AT:

      •  1.855.550.5454

Questions? Your local FNHA Health Benefits Community Relations Representative would be happy to help you.

INTERIOR REGION

Joyce Kenoras
Joyce.Kenoras@fnha.ca

250-318-6634

VANCOUVER COASTAL REGION 

Jenny Smith
Jennifer.Smith@fnha.ca

604-693-6588

NORTHERN REGION 

Lindsey Larsen
Lindsey.Larsen@fnha.ca

250-645-3026

Higher limits and no pre-approval needed 
for routine eye exams and eyewear

Dental fee guide in line with BC industry 
standards

Faster pre-approval decisions for MS&E, 
vision and dental special needs 

Pay-direct claims at most dental offices  
and participating optical stores

Online and mobile app claims

Reimbursement in as little as 48 hours  
for claims paid out of pocket

Ability to check your coverage and limits 
online 24/7

PLAN HIGHLIGHTS

YOUR NEW FIRST NATIONS 
HEALTH BENEFITS PROGRAM:
Dental, Vision and Medical Supplies 
& Equipment (MS&E)

The First Nations Health Authority (FNHA) 
engaged with First Nations communities and 
health care providers across the province 
to learn how we can improve dental, vision 
and MS&E benefits to support the wellness 
journey of First Nations people in BC.

YOUR NEW PLAN
launching Sept. 16, 2019
FNHA has partnered with non-profit, BC-
based health benefits organization Pacific 
Blue Cross to administer dental, vision and 
MS&E benefits.

FRASER-SALISH REGION

James Delorme
James.Delorme@fnha.ca

778-684-1886

VANCOUVER ISLAND REGION

Candy-Lea Chickite
Candy-Lea.Chickite@fnha.ca

250-830-7346
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Students entering into grade 
10 will start to take courses 
that earn graduation credits 

80 course credits are required 
to receive the DOGWOOD 
DIPLOMA 

 28 Credits must be 
Elective Courses 

 16 Credits must be 
Grade 12 courses  and 
include a Language 
Arts 12 course. 

GRADUATION CREDITS 
START IN GRADE 10 

HELP YOUR STUDENT NAVIGATE THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 
Valuable information for any students entering into Grade 10, 11 & 12. 
 

Light snacks and beverages will be available 
 
Door Prizes for those in attendance 
 
For more information contact Lacey or Peggy 250 – 542 – 5094 or email 
lacey.gregoire@okanagan.org or peggy.joe@okanagan.org  
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OKIB Health & Education staff were able to take a 
couple of youth from OKIB down to participate in the 
ONA 2019 Youth Wellness Gathering. The information 
was informative about 2S LGBT issues and awareness 
within our first nation community.  Our youth 
represented the OKIB by participating in the workshops 
provided. You can see one of our youth addressing the 
community at the PIB hall with a story of hope.

Youth Wellness Gathering Sparks Important Conversations

AUGUST 2019 

OKANAGAN INDIAN BAND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES &  
DEVELOPMENT 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

29 30 31 1 
 

2 

5 
Chair Yoga 7-8pm  

6 
Day Program 10am-2pm  
(11am-1pm) Lunch & Activity  

7 
Elders Lunch @ New Horizons  
12pm  

8 
Good Food Box Cut-off Date 

9 

12 
Chair Yoga 7-8pm  

13 
Day Program 10am-2pm  
Mindfulness  

14 
Elders Lunch @ New Horizons 
12pm  
  

15 
Good Food box @Hall 

16 

19 
Chair Yoga 7-8pm  

20 
Day Program 10am-2pm  
Native Courtworker Information 
Session 
  

21 
Elders Lunch @ New Horizons 
12pm  

22 23 

26 
Chair Yoga 7-8pm  

27 
Day Program 10am-2pm  
Liver Health 

28 
Elders Lunch @ New Horizons  
12pm  

29 30 
Diabetes Support Group Meeting 
10 am-12 pm 

Phone: 250.542.5094 
Fax: 250.542.3083 
E-mail: csdreception@okanagan.org 

76 Head of the Lake Road 
Vernon BC V1H 2A4  
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LAND TRANSFER TRANSACTIONS 

 

Transfers of Lawful Possession 

Transfers of lawful possession may be transferred under a sale or other arrangement back to the Band/First Nation or to other  mem-
bers of the Band/First Nation.  It cannot be transferred to non-members.  The reserve status of the land is maintained.   

 
Transfers of Lawful Possession under a Will or Intestacy (without a Will) 

When a locatee dies, his or her lawful possession must be transferred to the heirs by an administrative transfer.  If the heir(s) is a 
member, the lawful possession is transferred to that member.  If the heir(s) is not a member, the interest must be sold to a member 
or to the Band/First Nation, and the proceeds given to the non-member heir(s). 

All transaction documents must be submitted for registration upon execution 

The OKIB Lands Department must follow specific procedures, such as obtaining consent of the locatee or Band/First Nation consent 
when addressing locatee or Band/First Nation interests. 

All documents submitted for registration must meet certain basic requirements, as set out in the Indian Lands Registration Manual, 
these requirements include but are not limited to the following: 

a) An application must accompany the document 
b) The document must be an original or certified copy 
c) The document must be legible and property executed 
d) The document must clearly identify the parties involved and the interest being created, transferred or extinguished.  
e) The lands must be accurately identified by an appropriate legal description or a survey.  Specific description requirements vary 

depending on the transaction 
f) Consent of the Band/First Nation council or member and ministerial or Governor in Council approval must be provided where 

required by the Indian Act 
g) There must be no conflicting registered interest in the land. 
h) Generally, a document will not be accepted if there is no road or other access to the land. 

i) In addition, the Assessment of Matrimonial Real Property and Statutory Declaration is required. 

Any document which the Indian Lands Registry rejects for registration should be corrected and re-submitted as quickly as possible. 
 

For further information please contact OKIB Lands at 250-542-3444. 

Did you know:  Transfers do not need Band/First Nation council consent, and all transfers of interest in reserve land are only valid  
once they are approved by the Minister.  Therefore it is important that any transfer of land be sent to our Lands Department to  
submit to Indigenous Services Canada for approval and registration in the Indian Lands Registry. 
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UXO Safety and  
School Awareness Program 

For more information, contact Don Louis, UXO Liaison at 250-542-3444. 

NOTE:  UXO creates a safety risk wherever it exists.  Caution is ALWAYS advised 

UXO Safety Poster made by Alexis Park School Grade 3s 

The UXO Awareness Program is focussed to reduce risk of being injured by UXO’s. Each year our UXO Depart-
ment reaches out to the school districts to deliver key messaging on safety and risk mitigation to the students 
within the local schools. 
 
Over the three week period  between April and May 2019, the Defence Construction Canada 
(who works for Department of National Defence) and the Okanagan Indian Band attended  27 schools, including:  
     OKIB  Cultural Immersion School  
 School District 22—Covering the Vernon, Lumby, Coldstream, Cherryville  areas 
 School District 83—Covering the Armstrong and Enderby areas 
A total of 2,185 students in Grade 3 and Grad 9 attended the presentations and learned about  
Unexploded Ordinances, and the related safety and risk issues.  The presentations included  a video and slides 
and a time was made to have a discussion with the students after the presentations.   
Many of the students had some knowledge of UXO but asked some good questions and even had stories about 
their family members finding UXO. The students were encouraged to share the safety messages with their  
families. 

Okanagan Indian Band Immersion School and Alexis Park Elementary School 
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During the past seven weeks, the water 
consumption for Six Mile/Bradley and Head of 
the Lake (HOL) systems have shown a marked 
increase over the fall and winter rates.

In July 2018 the average daily flow was 950,000 
litres per day (L/d). As of July 23, 2019, the 
average daily flow is 1,142,000 L/d. This is a 
20% increase in a year when we have received 
above average of rainfall for July. Warm 
weather flows are expected to be higher, but 
are currently two to three times greater than 
winter flows which average about 300,000 to 
400,000 L/d.

This quantity is of concern for various 
operational and safety reasons including:

Fire Protection. One of the primary purposes 
of having water storage reservoirs is to ensure 
an adequate quantity of reserve capacity to 
meet any fire-fighting needs. The water supply 
reservoirs should be maintained at no less than 
70% of their total capacity in order to provide 
sustained fire flows for one to two hours. The 
total capacity of the Six Mile reservoirs is 135 
m3 or 135,000 L. These reservoirs are set to 
maintain 75% of this capacity, which makes 
100 m3 theoretically available for fire-fighting, 
however only about 80 m3 of this reserve would 
be practically available without completely 
emptying the reservoir.

Operational Factors. Because all water comes 
from groundwater wells and pumps, these 
wells and pumps are not designed to operate 
continuously. It is therefore important for 
OKIB Public Works and Housing department 
to take action to ensure sufficient quantities 

of water for both domestic and emergency 
use is continuously available. A three-fold 
increase in consumption between normal 
average winter flows and the excessive flows 
experienced in the spring and summer months, 
makes this task a great deal harder and more 
critical. Other factors such as excessive pump 
run times, plus a two to three times increase 
in disinfectant, wear and tear on equipment, 
etc., make it necessary to impose water usage 
restrictions.

Water Restrictions. It is hoped that the 
explanations above will lead to a better 
understanding of the need for reasonable 
restrictions on outdoor water usage, and will 
result in better voluntary compliance. For the 
safety of the community all users are asked to 
follow the watering days and times.

• Residences with ODD numbered addresses 
may water on odd numbered calendar days.

• Residences with EVEN numbered 
addresses may water on even numbered 
calendar days.

• In both cases, watering is restricted to the 
hours of 5 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. to 10 
p.m. 

One to two inches of water per week is all that 
is required to keep lawn healthy. To measure, 
place a tin can on your lawn and stop watering 
when the water level reaches 5 cm or 2 inches.  

Public Works & Housing will be happy to 
answer questions and assist you with planning 
and implementing your watering schedule. Call 
250-542-3444. 

The Whys and Wherefores of Watering Restrictions
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The Okanagan Indian Band has an agreement 
with the Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) 
to deliver an Income Assistance (IA) service 
called the Pre-employment Support Program 
(PESP). Only IA clients can be referred to 
the PESP on a voluntary basis. The PESP will 
assist and support clients to become more 
employment ready. Supports for short term 
training and education include:

•	 Tuition

•	 Books & supplies

•	 Travel and nutrition funds

•	 Equipment and gear

•	 Addressing barriers to their seeking and 
gaining meaningful employment

•	 Transition to employment funds

•	 Cultural intervention ‘Ka keen on 
hamink’t kalik soo ya?’ which means 
‘Where do we go from here?’ 

•	 Further exploration of their interests, 
identities, strengths and labor market 

Barriers may include access to services, 
training and education and lack of 
transportation. ISC has now expanded the 
age group to 18 (persons with disabilities or 
multiple barriers) to 64. 

Some of the training to date includes: Wild 
Land Firefighting, First Aid, Esthetics, 
Basic Security, Nenquani Mobile Wellness 
Workshops, field trips to Spotted Lake 
(Westbank First Nation), Pillar Lake and the 
Indigenous Culinary Arts. 

One of the PESP initiatives is the opening of a 
‘library’ in the downstairs of the Community 
Services; this is support literacy in the 
community. Stop by to enjoy a wide variety of 
reading materials, for all ages. 

When the PESPs are not working or are 
not in training, each is expected to fully 
participate in PESP & other workshops, 
training and events. Note that this 
participation can count as job searches. 

For more information, contact Cathy 
at 250.542.5094 or by email: cathrine.
gottfriedsen@okanagan.org

Cathy Gottfriedsen, BA, MSW, is the Case 
Worker for the Okanagan Indian Band and 
the Westbank First Nation. Cathy’s father was 
from Nk’ma pelqs and her mother was from the 
Similkameen. 

 Pre-employment Support Program (PESP) 

Anyone who missed the June 25, 2019  Wills 
and Estates Workshop can pick up a Wills Kit 
from the Health Building or call Veronica 
Wilson at 250-542-5094 to have one sent if you 
are disabled and cannot make it to the Health 
Building. 

 Will & Estates Workshop Kits Available
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Elder Madeline Gregoire to speak on 
traditional/cultural ways of having 
and raising children.  

Viola Brown-Peoples to instruct and 
assist with baby bib making.  

All supplies for bibs, and a light 
dinner, to be provided.  

 

 

Mothers, Fathers, 
Grandparents, Community 

Members and Families 
Welcome 

 
For More Information and to 

Enroll in Event Contact:  

Amber Froste, CHN at  
250-542-5094/250-306-7202 

Email: okibnurse@okangan.org 

Or Danielle Saddleman at       
250-503-5593 

Email: lclead@okanagan.org 

 

   

 

OKANAGAN INDIAN BAND: 
COMMUNITY SERVICES AND 

DEVELOPMENT AND LANGUAGE 
NEST EVENT 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

COMMUNITY IS FAMILY: 
PARENTS GROUP EVENT 

BIB MAKING AND TRADITIONAL 
TEACHINGS: ELDERS TALK ON 

CULTURAL WAYS OF THE OKIB PEOPLE 
HAVING AND RAISING CHILDREN 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

AUGUST 8, 2019 

5-7 PM 

Golden Eagle/Blue Bird 
Building 

Did you know OKIB has a YouTube channel and 
an Instagram account? We currently have 14 
YouTube subscribers and 222 Instagram follow-
ers. We want to increase those numbers. The goal 

Subscribe to OKIB on YouTube & Instagram

is to hit 100 YouTube subscribers and 300 Ins-
tagram followers by the next edition of Senk’lip. 
With your help, we can do it. Go to YouTube and 
Instagram and search Okanagan Band. 
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We would like to thank New Relationship Trust 
for a $5,000 grant for our school this year. The 
grant enabled us to have a Homework Club 
with a tutor two days/week from March - June. 

With the remaining funds we purchased many 
classroom resources for literacy, math and 
science. Botley the Coding Robot and Robot 
Mouse Activity Set are interactive and the 

students were able to use the computer coding 
skills they’ve learned. We have some additional 
Read Well units and a number of new 
learning games. We also purchased a number 
curriculum resource books for the teachers. 

We are grateful to New Relationship Trust for 
this important funding to enhance learning for 
our students.

New Relationship Trust K12 Education Grant

The ONRT Team is made up of fourteen members, 2 
from each community, within the Okanagan Nation. 
A male and female are selected by the Community’s 
Health Department. Once this occurs the new 
members are oriented and training is provided by 
the ONRT Team Lead.

Assets:
a. Knowledge of cultural teachings and protocols

b. Demonstrated ability to organize and facilitate 
community workshops

c. Long-term commitment to the health and well-be-
ing to the community

d. Currently work in a position (or retired / semi-
tired) that allows them to conduct workshops on 
critical incidents such as suicide, violence and re-
lated issues

e. Able to personally commit to, and when em-
ployed, demonstrate support from their place of 
employment to dedicate 20 days per fiscal year, to 
ONRT activities:

- Deliver grief and suicide prevention education 
awareness

- Attend quarterly training modules.

Okanagan Nation Response 
Team Female Recruitment

Crisis Response 

Interested? For information and/
or submissions, contact:
Valerie Genaille
Administrative Assistant
Community Services & 
Development
T: 250-542-5094
D: 236-599-4020
E: valerie.genaille@okanagan.org
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Glenda Louis 
We would like to acknowledge Glenda for being a valued employee 
of OKIB for the past 20. Glenda has provided professional services 
in Health, Education, Training and Development, and currently as 
the Lead for Social Development. Her experiences working within 
many departments have given her a wealth of knowledge and 
understanding that she utilizes for the benefit of staff, clients and 
members alike. She has and continues to support community 
initiatives that bring awareness to critical issues that impact First 
Nations. Glenda has passion to support individuals in attaining 
employment and training. A recent special project to help people 
reach their potential is the free literacy library outside the Social 
Development offices. We value her commitment, dedication and 
years of service to the Okanagan Indian Band Membership. 

20  Years of Service 

Community Services & Development 
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SAVE THE DATE 
Back to School Barbeque & Movie 

Wednesday August 14, 2019 

Band Office 
5:00 pm to 9:30 p.m. 

“Outdoor Cinema” 
 

Open to  OKIB & Community Members with students 
(ages of 5 to 18 years) returning to school in September 

 

Food, games, prizes and a movie under the stars 

Bring your LAWNCHAIR 

 

RSVP  prior to  Wednesday, August 7 by 4:30pm 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Peggy or Lacey 

Telephone 250.542.5094  

or email: peggy.joe@okanagan.org or  

                 lacey.gregoire@okanagan.org                                                                               
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Eligibility 

These services are to assist eligible students cover some of the costs that are incurred while attending 
elementary/secondary school.  

Criteria for a student to be eligible to receive student support services 

o Enrolled and attending a band-operated, provincial, or a private/independent school recognized by the province 
as of September 30th. 

o Aged 4 to 21 years on December 31 of the school year which funding support is required. 
o Status living on reserve. 

Available Support Services 

School Supplies 
There is a school supply allowance is issued at the beginning of the school year. 

Kindergarten $25 
Grade 1-7 $35 
Grade 8 - 12 $50 

 

High school Student Allowance 

There is a student allowance which is paid to all students in Grades 8 – 12 that are issued three times per year 
(September, January and April). 

Quarterly Allowance Rates 
Grade September January April Total 

Grade 8 – 10 $48.00 $48.00 $48.00 $144.00 

Grade 11 $147.00 $70.00 $70.00 $287.00 

Grade 12 $231.00 $100.00 $100.00 $431.00 

 

Student Support Services 

There is also $200.00 per student available per school year for school related activities. 

 - Pictures  School Fees  - School Ski/swimming programs 

 - P.E strip  -School field trips  - Sport fees for school 

 - Hot lunch programs  - Additional School Supplies  

If you have any questions please contact Lacey Gregoire-Gabriel, Education Coordinator 
Phone : 250.558.3706 or Email : lacey gregoire@okanagan.org 

Elementary - Secondary Student Support Info
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From the Manager, Lorraine Ladan

Closures

Monday, August 5 – BC Day

Infant/Toddler Daycare

Way’ from the infant toddler program! 

Happy Birthday Greyson! Greyson turned 3 and 
has moved over to the 3 to 5 side!! We wish him 
all the best and will miss his joyful spirit in our 
room! 

We have been having tons of fun this summer 
so far, we got a new load of sand and have been 
enjoying building sand castles and making roads 
in it for our toy cars! 

We have had a couple days were we got to use the 
little pool and did water play outside. 

Please remember to send extra clothes to change 
into after water play and also a sun hat!!! 

Mary Room Supervisor 
Kelsey ECE and Infant/Toddler Educator 
Theresa ECE 
Nancy Speech and Language 

3 to 5-Year-Old Daycare

Way! Hello. I hope everyone is having a great 
summer. In daycare we are having fun playing 
outside, doing artwork and lots of water play for 
our hot days. 

Parents of children born in 2016 that would like 
your child to attend Head Start this September 

please come and fill out a registration form. If 
you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
call Denise @250-545-3800.

Hope everyone enjoys the rest of the summer 
and we look forward to seeing some new faces 
for Head Start. 

Denise, Jordyn, Jessica and Dawn

Summer Day Camp

Snc’c’amala?tn once again offered Summer Day 
Camp for ages 6-11. The second session runs July 
29 to August 16. Summer Day Camp operates 
Monday to Friday from 9 to 4. 

In our first session we had 37 children in our 
program (our limit is 40). This year’s student 
workers are; Billie-Rae Oppenheimer (student 
supervisor), Yetko Robins, Qaine Parker, Lilah 
Jack, and Autumn Wilson. They have been 
working hard to make sure the summer day 
camp children have a fun time. 

In each session there are 6 field trip days. We 
have gone to Lakeview Park, Polson Park, and 
Lincoln Lanes, Armstrong pool, O’Keefe ranch 
and Atlantis waterslides. The workers have 
planned theme days which include Halloween 
Day, Backwards Day, Under the Sea Day and 
many more!

We, the staff and the children, have been 
enjoying our fun filled days in the Summer Day 
Camp program. Call 250-545-3800 for more 
information.

Lim Limpt, Autumn Marchand, Program 
Supervisor



August 2019 23

LITTLE COYOTE 2019 

“Just Have Fun” the theme 
for this year’s Lil Coyote 
youth softball tournament, 
held July 20th at Komasket 
Park. Kids as young as 4 
right up to 14 years old had 
a chance to showcase their 
skills and have some fun. 
Kids, Youth, Parents, Family 
and Volunteers enjoyed 
themselves as they got to 
watch a great group of kids  
come together and play a 
game we all enjoy watching. 
New friendships were made 
and laughs were shared by 
all! 

Thank You to the parents 
who volunteered (lime 
green shirts) and the 
Committee (Bright Orange 
shirts) for stepping in and 
helping make this day an 
enjoyable one. 

LiL Coyote was started in 
the late 80’s for the OKIB 
youth, put on by parents 
and volunteers. It was held 
annually for a number of 
years and then sporadically 
in more recent years. Our 
hope is to continue to be 
able to provide the 
opportunity for kids 
annually once again,      

LOOKING FORWARD TO 
SEEING YOU IN 2020!! 

THANK YOU TO ALL 
THE VOLUNTEERS 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION & 
SUPPORT 

OKANAGAN NATION TRANSITION 
& EMERGENCY HOUSE 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION & SUPPORT           
NORTH OKANAGAN FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION & 
SUPPORT          

SRI – WINFIELD HOMES 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION & 
SUPPORT           

OKIB HEALTH, EDUCATION, FINANCE, 
PUBLIC WORKS & HOUSING
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Issues facing seniors on the Okanagan Indian 
Band were discussed when a high-level Liberal 
MP stopped by on Saturday, July 6.

The Honourable Filomena Tassi, Minister for 
Seniors, was at the OKIB to tour the Blue Bird 
and Golden Eagle buildings. The Minister was 

interested in 
the tradition-
al medicine 
workshop 
that was un-
derway and 
she got to ex-
perience the 
ritual.

While she 
was here, 
Chief Byron 
Louis dis-
cussed some 

of the pressing issues facing seniors on the re-
serve.

Chief Byron said a lot of the band’s seniors are 
finding it more difficult to navigate their two-
floor homes and need to renovate them to be 
more accommodating for seniors with mobility 
challenges.

“It’s a little different than living off reserve 
where you can sell your house, downsize of 
move in to extended care, whereas out here we 
live in our houses basically until we pass,” said 
Chief Byron.

Things like wheelchair ramps, handicapped 
tubs and wider doors needed in some 300 

homes on the reserve so the residents can re-
main in their own home. Louis said that would 
cost an average of $60,000 a home and banks 
aren’t too quick to give loans to seniors.

“It’s a problem that is right across Canada,” said 
Chief Byron.

Tassi said the federal government is investing 
millions of dollars into an affordable housing 
program that also includes money to renovate 
existing homes.

“The housing strategy also includes renova-
tions and upgrades for housing to ensure the 
housing meets the needs of the residents,” she 
said. “There is an application process people

can go through that usually involves partners.” 
Tassi said the applicant will work with Cana-
dian Mortgage and Housing Corporation that 
will help guide and direct people through the 
process.

Federal Minister for Seniors Visits OKIB
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Daytr ip  to

 k ł l ı̓ lxʷ  |  spotted  lake
 B R ING  WATER  BOTTLES ,  LAWN  CHA IRS ,  &  DRESS

FOR  THE  WEATHER

AUGUST  12 ,  2019  |  8 :00  AM  -   5 :00  PM  |   MEET  AT  CULTURAL

IMMERSION  SCHOOL  

 

To register a spot on the bus, please sign up witȟ  
Langauge & Culture Lead 

250-503-5593

lclead@okanagan.org 

OKANAGAN  INDIAN  BAND  INVITES  YOU  TO
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Anniversary
Celebration

 
Commemorating 12, 000 + Served

 
S A T U R D A Y ,  A U G U S T  3 1 ,  2 0 1 9
2 0 0  E M E R Y  L O U I S  R O A D ,  A R M S T R O N G  B C

 

 9:00 A.M. - Breakfast
10:00 A.M. - Celebration Ceremony
12:30  P.M. - Lunch
  1:30  P.M. - Opie Oppenheim
 2:30  P.M. - Shawn Bullshields 
 3:30  P.M. - Randy Chillihitzia
 4:30  P.M. - Don Burnstick
 5:30  P.M. - Dinner

schedule of  events

camping is  not available on site

live performances by

 DON BURNSTICK
OPIE OPPENHEIM       SHAWN BULLSHIELDS

 RANDY CHILLIHITZIA 

R O U N D  L A K E  T R E A T M E N T  C E N T R E
 

40
th

Hand Drummers are welcome

 

For more information please contact

Amanda or Kate @ 250 546-3077 

Invites you to our
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Culture Camp 2019

AUGUST 14TH -  16TH 
 

 1 :00 PM -  8:00 PM |   KOMASKET PARK

Come and join us for activities full of 
crafting & skill development.

 
Activities include: plateau twinning, 

ornament drum making, canoe carving, fish
gaffs, traditional pit cooking, hide scrapping,

& more! 

For  more information:
250-503-5593
lclead@okanagan.org
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Important Dates for  August 
August 6, 13, 20, 27 - Day Program
August 7, 14, 21, 28 - Elders’ Lunch at New Horizons
August 8 - Parents’ Group Event. See page 17.
August 12 - Day Trip to Spotted Lake. See page 25.
August 14 - Back to School BBQ & Movie. RSVP by August 7. See page 20.
August 14 to 16 - Culture Camp 2019. See page 27.

The Okanagan Elders
The elders have many fund raising activities 
going on throughout the year.

If you have any donations for Loonie Auctions, 
Bingos or for their 50/50. Please contact  
Bonnie Lawrence at 250-542-1243. 

All donations are very much appreciated by our 
elders. Please do not hesitate to give generously.

Elders Bingo 
Last Sunday of every month.

Early Birds - 12:30 pm 
Bingo - 1:00 pm

Agreement # 40015968


