Okanagan Indian Band

Phase 1 and Phase 2
Land Use Plans
In 2013, the community began the process of undertaking a Land Use Plan for the community-held (Band) lands on
the Okanagan 1, Okanagan 4 (Swan Lake) and Duck Lake 7 reserves, as well as the community’s private land
holdings. This Plan, which became known as the Phase 1 Land Use Plan, included extensive community
engagement and through this engagement, a vision and guiding principles for land use on our community-held lands
was developed.
During this initial phase it became clear that there were several areas on-reserve in which further community
engagement and input was required. In 2018 the community began a Phase 2 Land Use Plan which looked at two of
these areas - the Goose Lake and Madeline Lake ranges. The goal of this new phase was to gain a better
understanding of what community members want for these lands moving forward. Development and use of these
sites has historically been limited due to the presence of Unexploded Ordinances (UXOs). However, as the UXOs are
cleaned up, more opportunities will become available. The Phase 2 Plan helps to provide clarity on what these
opportunities may include.

The overall purpose for undertaking both the Phase 1 and Phase 2 Land Use Plans was to:
•

Provide an opportunity for all community members to get involved in shaping the future use of our lands;

•

Identify areas for potential development and protection;

•

Provide greater clarity to the community about where various land uses should go; and

•

Help to determine infrastructure servicing requirements.

This package provides an overview of the land use planning process undertaken in developing these plans, as well
as provides a summary of what was heard from community members. If you wish to view the Land Use Plans, please
reach out to the OKIB Lands Department as per the contact information below. The full Land Use Plans can also be
viewed in the Lands section on our members only website.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to the Lands Department, or contact Sherry Louis.
Sherry Louis, Lands Officer
250-542-3444, ext 411
Lands Department

11505 Westside Road
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Okanagan Indian Band

Phase 1 and Phase 2
Land Use Plans
How was the community engaged?
The Phase 1 and 2 Land Use Plans included extensive community engagement, including:
Phase 1
•

Advisory Committee – 18 community members, Lands
Department staff

•

Steering Committee – 3 Councillors, OKIB Department
Heads, Lands Department staff

•
•

Working Group – OKIB Lands Department staff

•
•
•
•
•

Youth Sessions – two school sessions were carried out

Home visits – In the summer of 2014 home visits were
carried out. Input from 69 households and 150 OKIB members was obtained.
Elders session
Open House

Phase 2
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Site Land Tour
Community Survey
General Community Meetings (2)
Elders Meeting
OKIB Staff Engagement Session
CP Holder Engagement
Traditional Stewardship Department Engagement
Youth Engagement Session
Community Open Houses (2)

Community Survey
General Band Meetings

What we heard
•

Community members care deeply about, and place significant value on our lands. It was emphasised that the
value of our lands extends beyond simply economic values and opportunities, but also includes cultural and
spiritual values that are essential in maintaining the OKIB way of life.

•

Taking a ‘balanced approach’ was a common theme among community members. While the community sees
the importance in conserving area of cultural and spiritual importance, members also recognized a need to
pursue economic development and housing opportunities.

•

The Goose Lake and Madeline Lake areas are of significant spiritual and cultural importance to community
members. The sites are key areas for hunting and gathering, rangeland, recreational use, and also contain
sites of historical and archaeological importance.

•

The Goose Lake and Madeline Lake areas have many desirable attributes regarding future development,
including amazing views, areas of flat terrain, tranquility, and the potential for acreage lots close to a major
centre.

•

Many community members expressed a desire to pursue development on other community lands prior to
exploring development at Goose Lake and Madeline Lake.
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Phase 1 and Phase 2
Land Use Plans
How we value the land
Our lands hold many different values to OKIB members. These Land Use Plans are an attempt to balance these
community values in order to reach our vision of building a health, culturally vibrant and sustainable community.
Below is a summary of the values our lands hold to the community, as expressed throughout the planning process.

3

3

The Proposed Plan—Phase 1
• Originally developed between 2013 – 2017 and updated in 2020
• Developed with assistance from an Advisory Committee, Steering Committee and Working Group
• Identified 8 development nodes — Goose Lake and Madeline Lake are two of these nodes
• Established Vision and Guiding Principles for land use
• Provides development guidelines for environmental protection, heritage sites and cultural resource protection, natural
resource protection, general development guidelines and development constraints
• Ranked on-reserve Band-held lands based on the ‘Level of Community Concern with Development’
•

Low Level of Concern – already developed areas and those with little known and/or anticipated development
constraints

•

Moderate Level of Concern – lands with currently limited or no development. Important features and/or development constraints may be present

•

High Level of Concern – areas of cultural, archaeological and environmental importance
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The Proposed Plan—Goose Lake
• Focuses on a ‘balanced approach’.
• Priority areas for potential development are found along the fringes of the range.
• A large, continuous tract of land is maintained within the range to ensure continued cultural, spiritual and
recreational uses to allow for reconnection of the community to the lands particularly with regard to cultural, spiritual
and recreational uses.
Other considerations for the Goose Lake Range:
• The Goose Lake range provides critical habitats for species at risk. The range also contains 8 registered
archaeological sites and 2 additional OKIB historical sites. The Land Use Plans include provisions for
conserving and managing these resources.
• Infrastructure servicing is a constraint to development at Goose Lake. Opportunities to connect into
existing Greater Vernon Water System and City of Vernon infrastructure would need to be explored if development is
pursued at Goose Lake.
• Along with infrastructure servicing, development at Goose Lake is also constrained by the presence of UXOs, and in
some areas floodplain and steep slopes.
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The Proposed Plan—Madeline Lake
• Focused on a ‘balanced approach’.
• Provides for areas of economic development and/or membership housing while maintaining key areas of cultural,
historical and recreational importance.
• Includes guidelines and recommendations to ensure sustainable and responsible development moving forward.
Other considerations for the Madeline Lake Range:
• Potential development is more feasible at Madeline Lake from an economic perspective, however there is less
community support for intensive forms of development at Madeline Lake as compared to Goose Lake.
• Some community members were more comfortable with passive forms of development, such as eco-tourism, horseback riding and mountain bike trails.
• Known registered archaeological sites are located in the Madeline Lake area. The Land Use Plans include provisions
for conserving and managing these resources.

6

6

