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Currently the community is in need of: a new school, an
expanded health campus, administrative building, a new
fire hall, serviced building lots and housing. This is on top
of services that are currently not adequately funded
including: language and culture programming, robust
community safety, additional daycare spaces, bylaw, and
legal funds to fight for syilx title and rights.

Key Points
Since 1969, non-band members and businesses on OKIB reserves who are assessed by the
BC Assessment Authority have been paying provincial property taxes; in 2021, $3,374 132 was
paid; none of this money was paid to OKIB; meanwhile, OKIB continues to receive very few
services.
With OKIB’s improving financial position, we may be able to do new projects in the future. Own
source revenue is not completely stable, however, taxation revenue could be a solution to
resolve long-standing issues for members and administration.
Members are exempt from property taxation and will never be taxed.
Taxes apply to both registered leases and buckshee leases. The taxes are paid by the
occupiers or leaseholders and not the CP holders.
What is the average tax bill for a leaseholder/occupier on IR#1? Currently, it is extremely low
compared to the City of Vernon. The average taxpayer pays approximately $1,200 for a $500k
house. In Vernon, a similar house would pay $4,000 for a house of the same value. OKIB intends
to keep the current tax rates in place if the community votes to move forward with a property tax
regime.
Under Indian Band property tax laws, it doesn’t matter whether an improvement is located on
band land or CP land; all land and improvements on reserve are taxable, but band members
will never have to pay property tax.
Property tax revenues must be spent on providing infrastructure and services to the community.
The answer to “How much will taxpayers pay?” depends on which services will be provided
and how much the Chief and Council wish to spend each year on these services. OKIB’s
property tax system will be compatible with assessment practices, and property classifications
as those used by other property taxing governments in B.C.. Therefore, property taxes owed to
OKIB will likely be similar to what is being paid to BC currently.
Other Indian Bands in the nation have confirmed that property taxation does not impact Indian
Services Canada (ISC) funding.
Property assessments and setting the tax rate must be done each year. Every taxpayer must pay
the taxes owed, and if they don’t, the Property Tax Law has enforcement options that can be
used. However, according to the First Nation Tax Commission officials, over 97% of on-reserve
taxpayers pay their taxes.

Some areas where revenues could be spent include;
New Health Campus/Admin Building
Building lots for members to access housing on-reserve
Increased Post-Secondary education funding
New school/daycare/Komasket Park improvements/Recreation Centre
Road/pathway improvements
Increased culture and Language programming
Second Firehall
More savings into the Trust account
Potential for per-member disbursements out of unallocated own source revenue.

How did this come to be?
Council asked the Administration to conduct community engagement sessions to provide
band members with information about property taxation.

What we heard at the information sessions:
Concerns regarding Aboriginal Title and Rights:
Lawyers Robert Janes of JFK and Bruce McIvor of First Peoples
Law both agreed that property taxes would not impact title and
rights or sovereignty. They did say that this could rather be seen
as an expression of sovereignty in an imperfect system.
Concerns that CP holders would lose tenants:
Johnathan Kruger, former Chief of the Penticton Indian Band,
stated that after PIB implemented property tax, a few buckshees
left, but for everyone who left, ten wanted to come.
Concerns this could lead to self-government:
Robert Janes said that implementing property tax would NOT
obligate OKIB to take down other responsibilities; it doesn’t
need to go down the self-government route.
Russ Diabo said that there is a sliding scale towards selfgovernment: property tax, land codes, membership codes,
privatized lands on reserve; he was concerned that without a
‘strategic self-determination’ plan in place, some Indian Bands
would not be prepared to plan their own path to sovereignty.
This is an important point and something that OKIB will focus on
when completing a Comprehensive Community Plan in 202223.
Concerns that there are currently about 6,000 non-band
members living on reserves; many have been paying property
tax to BC for years, with no obligation to provide services to
benefit the community the monies are being extracted from.
Concerns that members are receiving inadequate support and
services, as well as infrastructure that is needed to carry out
programming.
Collecting fire service fees will be much easier for CP holders as
their tenants will pay through the tax notices directly, and CP
holders would not obligated to collect.

"If that tax money is being
made on our reserve we
should be able to put it
where it should go. So I said,
'well where is that tax money
going?' "
"So I did my homework, and
I found that wow, if we can
get a $10 million dollar tax
base then you can actually
use that money to pay for
your own community
centers."
_John Kruger, guest
speaker, snpintktn
To listen to the full speaker
series scan this QR code
with your phones camera
and click the link that pops
up.

So, where do we go from here?
Voting Day is on November 24
“Do you support the Okanagan
Indian Band collecting property
tax revenues from
non-members residing on its’
reserves?”
Yes or No.

You can vote in
one of three ways
Mail-In Ballot

The current ISC
procedure for Band
elections will be used
–
the majority of votes
will determine
the membership's will.

In-Person Voting
at HOL

Online Voting

If majority membership who votes vote 'No'
Council has committed to honouring this vote, and the issue would be over.

If majority membership who votes vote 'Yes'

The process would take up to a year and a half to be fully implemented.
Occupiers would not notice any immediate changes during this period.

There are six steps to complete before property taxation can begin:
1. Council approves a BCR requesting to be added to the First Nations Fiscal Management Act schedule
2. OKIB advises BC it is taking over property taxation
3. OKIB develops laws for the purpose of taxation, property assessment, tax rates, and expenditures
4. OKIB provides a notice of the laws for public input
5. Council reviews the public input, approves the laws and then forwards the laws to the First Nations Tax
Commission (FNTC)
6. The FNTC approves and publishes the laws in the FN Gazette.

Cultural Considerations
When making decisions on behalf of the collective sqilx’w people are asked through capitkwl to be considerate of all of
life, all timxw. As told in the story of the fly, remind yourself of the fly's song; it brought many teachings to this lifetime that
lay out how we are to be mindful of others' voices and never doubt one another's importance.
The Four Food Chiefs and the Animal People were engaged in a great discussion; it was the first recorded instance
of enowkinwixw. skəmxist (Black Bear) laid his life down for the People to Be, and the other Animal Chiefs took turns
singing to bring him back to life. None of their songs worked, and they eventually asked the crowd, does anyone else
have a song? All eyes turned toward the voice that had spoken, and tiny Fly stepped forward. He sang his song, and
Bear came back to life. This story reminds us that every voice is significant.
(Paraphrased from Kou-skelowh we are the people: a trilogy of Okanagan legends. Penticton, BC: Theytus Books.)
Here are some of the things you can bring with you to consider while making any decision for the collective people of
current times and future ‘People to Be’:
Consider the smallest voice in all your decisions; even the smallest voice has a song to sing. Listening to others who
carry wisdom or knowledge that you don’t have through lived experience will help you to expand your perspective so
you can make decisions based on the needs of all of life and not just based on individual points of view.
The story teaches us to not to make ourselves more important than others like some of the Animal People did, thinking
their voice was most important and was going to bring Black Bear back to life. So ensure you are mindful of each
person's needs and your responsibility to caretake the community, land and people. In these times, what might that look
like?
The story of the fly reminds us of our values, our responsibilities, and how our people were self-sacrificing and humble in
how we carry ourselves when finding a solution.
Remember, your song is important too. You’re voice matters and could be the key to finding a way.

Accessibility
sqilx’w people are very highly intelligent people. We have been widely known for our problem-solving ability through
new and creative means. This time is no different, taxation has been shared with the community as something to be
addressed, and it is up to each person to vote on whether or not they believe collecting taxes from non-members is
a good fit for this community and the communities future. That choice is yours to make, and this information is not
meant to sway one way or another but rather for you to come to a decision you are comfortable with.
This package contains information based on taxation and uses industry terminology. Where we could, we tried to
keep it easy to follow without compromising the importance of some of the terms used, particularly around
applicable laws. However, even with that, we acknowledge that not everyone finds written materials helpful or
accessible. You can find further information on the website at www.okib.ca, or you can request a full package in print
that includes all the information on the website. We are also open to engaging in person, where we can answer
questions as fully as possible.
If you’re interested in engaging in person, please get in touch with Mike Winstanley, Manager, Policy and Strategic
Initiatives, by phone at 250-542-4328 ext. 1012 or by email at policy@okanagan.org.
He will answer any questions or be happy to setup a meeting for further discussion.

To read more information on
taxation and to watch all the
information sessions use the
camera on your smartphone
and scan the box above. A
link will pop up, click on it,
and it will bring you to the
OKIB taxation webstie.

