
 
 

 
 
July 15, 2021  
 
OKIB continues cautious approach to reopening offices 
COVID-19 protocols will remain in place at workplaces throughout Stage 3 Restart 
 
OKIB Administration will take a measured approach to reopening of OKIB facilities to the public. 

“Our goal is a full reopening of all OKIB facilities; however, we are taking a cautious approach 
for health and safety reasons,” said Michael Fotheringham, Executive Director of OKIB. “We’ve 
come through the pandemic in good shape thanks to our approach. A few more weeks of 
caution makes good sense.”   

As we move through Stage 3 of the Province’s Restart Plan, OKIB staff will be continue to 
wear masks at work. With COVID-19 variants becoming more virulent and with less than 70% 
of OKIB membership having been double-vaccinated, it is prudent to continue to require masks 
to be used when working in close proximity to others. Visitors will be required to wear masks or 
we can arrange appointments by phone. 

In-person public meetings will return in the coming weeks and COVID-19 protocols will be in 
place until at least September 7, 2021. We will continue to stream public meetings over Zoom. 

Throughout the pandemic front-line staff have been working out of OKIB facilities while some 
staff in other departments have worked from home. The decision to support remote work has 
led to increased performance and a safer workplace while solving an office space problem for 
the band. OKIB offices continue to be fully open with reception in each building. Members are 
encouraged to call our offices to make appointments with any staff they need services from. 

It is prudent to take a cautious approach to reopening because the community is still vulnerable 
and the COVID-19 variants are more aggressive. Please be kind to one another. We are close 
to the end. 

We encourage members and staff who have not been vaccinated to call Interior Health at 
1-877-740-7747 to arrange for your vaccination. The vaccines approved for use in Canada 
are safe and effective. The science is clear that being vaccinated helps protect you and your 
loved ones from contracting COVID-19. 

We will provide an update on August 30, 2021, in advance of Stage 4 of the Province’s Restart 
Plan, which begin no earlier than September 7, 2021.  
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restart#step-three
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-safety
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/measuring-vaccination-impact-coverage
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restart#step-four
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restart#step-four


Contact OKIB departments at these numbers:  

All departments continue to be open to serve you. Please call ahead first. 

Band Office:    250-542-4328 

OKIB Medical Clinic:    250-503-0877 

Education, Language & Culture:   250-542-5094 

Finance:    250-542-4328 

Health & Wellness:   250-542-5094 

Community Services & Development: 250-542-5094 

Human Resources Development:   250-542-4328 

Public Works & Housing:   250-542-3444 

Lands:    250-542-3444 

TSD:    250-542-7132 

Public Safety Office:     236-599-3019 

OKIB Fire Department:   250-306-8477 


