
 

 

How Can I Save Water?!? 

 
 
1. Shower Bucket. Instead of letting the water pour down the drain, stick a 
bucket under the faucet while you wait for your shower water to heat up. You 
can use the water for flushing the toilet or watering your plants. 
 
2.  Turn off the tap while brushing your teeth. Brushing your teeth with 
the water running uses 6 litres of water per minute. Don’t let all that water go 
down the drain while you brush. Turn off the faucet after you wet your brush, 
and leave it off until it’s time to rinse. 
 
3. Turn off the tap while washing your hands. Do you need the water to run 
while you’re scrubbing your hands? Save a few litres of water and turn the faucet off after you wet 
your hands until you need to rinse. 
 
4. If it’s yellow, let it mellow. This tip might not be for everyone, but the average toilet is where 30 
percent of our daily water use comes from. Do you need to flush every time? 
5. Fix your leaks. A tap that drips 6 drops a minute will lose 1200 litres of water a year, that’s 7 bath-
tubs full! 

 
6. Re-use your pasta cooking liquid. Instead of dumping that water down the 
drain, try draining your pasta water into a large pot. Once it cools, you can use 
it to water your plants. Just make sure you wait, because if you dump that boil-
ing water on your plants, you might harm them. 
 
7. Head to the car wash. If you feel compelled to wash your car, take it to a 
car wash that recycles the water, rather than washing at home with the hose. 
 
8. Cut your showers short. The average shower of 8.2 minutes uses 65 litres 
of water. Try cutting off a minute of your shower time. 
 
9. Choose efficient fixtures. Aerating your faucets, investing in a low-flow toi-
let, choosing efficient shower heads, and opting for a 

Water Sense rated dishwasher and washing machine can add up to big water 
savings. 
 
10. Shrink your lawn. Even better: lose the lawn completely. Instead, opt for 
a landscape that includes water wise ground cover, succulents, and other 
plants that thrive in dry conditions. 
 
11. Don’t run the dishwasher or washing machine until it’s full. Those half-
loads add up to gallons and gallons of wasted water. 
 
12. Install a rain barrel. Rainwater harvesting is a great way to keep your 
plants hydrated without turning on the hose or sprinkler. 

http://www.showerbucket.org/
http://www.care2.com/greenliving/if-its-yellow-let-it-mellow-the-great-debate.html
http://www.care2.com/greenliving/get-off-your-grass-and-create-an-edible-lawn.html
http://www.care2.com/greenliving/catching-rain-with-rain-barrels.html
http://bluelivingideas.com/2009/07/28/reduce-tip-reduce-water-waste-installing-rainwater-harvesting-system/


 

 

 
13. Flush with less. Older toilets use a lot of water. You can reduce your usage 
by sinking a 2 litre pop bottle in the toilet tank. Do NOT use a brick, because it will 
break down and the sediment can damage your tank. 
 
14. Water outdoor plants in the early morning. You’ll need less water, since 
cooler morning temperatures mean losing less water to evaporation. It’s not a 
great idea to water in the evenings, since this can promote mold growth. 
 

15. Hand-washing a lot of dishes? Fill up your sink with 
water, instead of letting it run the whole time that you’re 
scrubbing. 
 
16. Use less electricity. Power plants use thousands of gallons of water to 
cool. Do your part to conserve power, and you’re indirectly saving water, too! 
 
17. Wash Fido outdoors. That way, you’re watering your yard while you’re 
cleaning your pup. Just make sure that the soap you’re using isn’t harmful to 
your plants! 
 
18. Skip the shower from time to time. Do you really need to shower multiple 
times a day or even daily? Skipping even one shower a week adds up to big 
water savings. 
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http://www.care2.com/greenliving/14-smart-efficient-ways-to-water-your-garden.html
http://feelgoodstyle.com/2010/10/20/get-dirty/

